AU ‘COME ON, PEOPLE! ‘YOU HEARD THE LADY, THAT'S NOT HATE, 


L HANDS. 5 
REPORT TO THE FIRING RANGE. NOW. BREYA, THAT'S ENVY, 
FIRING RANGE! piers! al B 


Tm gonna ory a new trick JM THAT TAKES ALL] [The Fun's nob in The Fun Te 1h sneaking OPEN YOUR MOUTH 
on Ehe range. Ill use one //) THE FUN OUT|| the aiming, Andy.) | multicannons onto the WIDER, SERGEANT. 1 
multicannon to paint the OF AIMING. small arms range. KNOW THEYRE IN 
target with a laser, and Gr 
Chen use the OTHER to 

Fire a seeker at it 


NO MULTI-CANNONS ON THE 
RANGE TODAY, SCHLOCK. IT 
WOULD DEFEAT THE 
PURPOSE. 


‘Aahinistering 
defeat is the 
fap (PONT. oF having 


le 


"AND THE POINT OF THE RANGE IS 
LEARNING PRECISION WITH 
WEAPONS THAT DON'T DO 

YOUR AIMING FOR YOU. 


tm ready. 
Caps rath 


“GLUING A SIGHT TO YouR 
PLASMA CANNON DOES NOT 
MAKE IT A PRECISION 


Chay, this 1s nsubing. 
(Not only cid Breya take’ 


awe ‘muti-cannons: 
ara’ ma BH-209, bub 


she gave me a &e 
gain = 


return. 


acid, or maybe 
cet soda. 


TUL MAKE THIS QUICK, YES, ——- THE FIRING LINE IS WHEREVER 
YOU HAVE ALL BEEN ISSUED ] | YOU CHOOSE TO STAND, BUT IF 
S@UIRTGUNS FOR TODAYS ‘ONE DROP OF YOUR AMMO 
TARGET PRACTICE. MISSES THE TARGET, YOU'RE ON 
‘CLEANUP DUTY FOR A WEEK. 


‘SHE'S NOT AS SUBTLE 
|AS | REMEMBER HER 
BEING, 


“AND DON'T FORGET TO PUT 
THE LID BACK DOWN WHEN 
YOU'RE DONE SHOOTING, 


Oh, | get i. Youre mad 
because troops keep missing 
the toilet, and this squirtaun 
target practice is one 

them object fesson things. 


That's fine | don care 
IF you scowl at the men, 
bul leave me out oF it 
[never even use 

the toilet. 


T,1 REALLY WANT, 
TO KNOW, SUT I 
THINK TM AFRAID 
TO ASK, 


{IT'S 0800 SHIP-TIME, AND THAT THE HIGHEST-RANKING OFFICER HERE HE CAPTURED BREVA, A FRIGATE, A DESTROYER, AND A 

MEANS THE SENIOR STAFF IS IN TS UNS. ADMIRAL BREVA ANDREVASN, ‘SHORT DIVISION OF UNS. MARINES IN A MASTERFUL 

THEIR DAILY PLANNING MEETING. BUT SHE'S NOT RUNNING THINGS. ‘STROKE OF TACTICAL BRILLIANCE THAT HE CANT 
TAKE FULL CREDIT FOR, SINCE HE GOT REALLY LUCKY. 


HE ALSO HAD MORE THAN 
ALITTLE HELP FROM 

ENNESBY, THE AE FLYING 
THE MERCENARY WARSHIP 
“SERTAL PEACEMAKER 


“MERCENARY COMMANDER KEVYN "TAM 
NOT A MAD SCIENTIST" ANDREVASN. 


A PAIR OF THE CAPTURED UNS 711 OFFICERS. 


OF) carrarn xencHak, CAPTAIN MUGABWE, 
ALPHA COMPANY. | NMJ BETA company. 


"AND HERE IS SERGEANT "I WASNT $0... WHAT DO YOU WANT TO DOF 
INVITED TO THIS MEETING, BUTI USED 
TO OWN THE COMPANY" SCHLOCK. 


TDON'T KNOW. WHAT 
DO YOUWANT TO Doe 


“ITS A TENSE MEETING, 
‘MERCENARIES AND PATRIOTS: 
THROWN UNDER THE SAME 
UNEASY COMMAND HALF A 


GALAXY AWAY FROM HOME. 


TBREVA, YOU CANT STAY YOUR MEN ARE ENLISTED SOLDIERS, | That: reminds me, | [This one gob PUT THAT BACK 
ATTACHED TO MY MERCENARY JH] AND NEED TO HEAD BACK TO EARTH | really ouahé to ewing | scuffed in the 
COMPANY FOREVER, WHERE I CAN'T TAKE THEM. MY | Oost" hone and pick up | last cueb~up. 
TROOPS ARE CAREER TYPES, WITH | BZEr Pome. ne PCS © 
NOTHING CALLING THEM HOME. | 4 SPAre Pal yes. 


"TAGON, ICANT TAKE MY NOT MEAN WHAT'S YOUR TWO WORDS, 
‘TROOPS BACK TO EARTH 
YET, AND THEY KNOW IT. 


OBJECTIVE? WHAT ARE YOUR Vil | SECRET MISSION. 
‘OPERATING PARAMETERS AND 


RULES OF ENGAGEMENT? 


WHAT I REALLY NEED 15 A 
WAY TO GET THE ATHENS 
BACK IN FIGHTING TRIM. 
THAT'LL TAKE MONEY I 
DON'T HAVE, THOUGH, 


30 GO EARN SOME. YOU'VE GOT 
'K CADRE OF HIGHLY-TRAINED 
UALS. MARINES AT YOUR 
DISPOSAL. YOU OUGHT 

‘TO BE ABLE TO 

FIND WORK. 


AS MERCENARIES? ARE YOU 
SUGGESTING THAT I HIRE 
EARTH'S FINEST OUT AS 
COMMON THUGS? 


YOU AND 1 GOTH KNOW YOU'RE HANGING 

AROUND MY COMPANY SO YOU CAN SPONGE 
WORK OFF OF US THE MINUTE A JO8 

COMES AROUND. paar WELL T KNOW THAT, 

BUT YOU WEREN'T 

‘SUPPOSED TO. 


TAGON, I'M WORRIED. THEN YOU CLOBBERED US IN 
WE LOST TWO PLATOONS {CLOSE COMBAT, KINCHUB KILLED 
AND THE MAJOR WHEN THE COLONEL, AND I'M LEFT 
ATHENS GOT HIT. HOLDING FOUR PLATOONS OF 
MARINES WITH MORALE 

PROBLEMS AND NO SENIOR 

LEADERSHIP. 


WHAT DO YOu, 
MEAN? THEY'VE 
STILL GOT YOU, 
‘THEIR ADMIRAL: 


TGET THE FEELING THEY 
WANT TO TAKE ORDERS 
FROM SOMEONE WHO 
EES STANDING UP. 


‘DOCTOR BUNNIGUS 
CAN RIG YOU A TF THE NEXT WORD 
‘OUT OF YOUR MOUTH, 

IS "CATHETER" YOU'LL 

‘BE NEEDING ONE, 


THURL 15 SHOPPING AROUND FOR GIGS RIGHT JIM] AN EASY Gio DOESNT TTHINK THAT'S THE Teor IT Our 


NOW. WHAT YOUR TROOPS NEED IS A CHANCE SOLVE THE MONEY THIRD MOST HORRIBLE 
‘TO ROLL UP SOME OBVIOUSLY "EAD" TYPES PROBLEM, THOUGH, WE || IT CAN'T SE HARD ON THING I'VE EVER HEARD 
WITH OVERWHELMING FORCE AND NO LOSSES, NEED A JOB THAT | | YOUR CLIENTS, YOU SAY. 

SO THEY KNOW THAT THEY'VE STILL GOT. COMES WITH SOME 


WHAT IT TAKES, ‘GOOD HARD PAY, 


CAPTAIN KERCHAK, WE BADLY 


NEED TO RAISE SOME CAPITAL. 


WILL YOUR MEN DO WHAT IS 
‘OBVIOUSLY CONTRACT 
MERCENARY WORK? 


TETS SEE. IN THE LAST TWO. 
ENGAGEMENTS BEFORE HIS 

DEATH, THE COLONEL HAD US 
RAIDING A GAME PRESERVE, 
AND THEN TRYING OUR HAND 


1 DON'T THINK IT's 
POSSIBLE FOR US TO) 
FALL ANY FURTHER. 


DOES THAT ANSWER 
YOUR QUESTION? 


NO, IT JUST MAKES 
ME WANT TO CR 


DONT 00 IT IN 
FRONT OF THE 
TROOPS, PLEASE, 

‘ADINIRAL: 


(OF COURSE, ANY INHABITED PLANET LOOKS LIKE PARADISE FROM A 
ANCE, ASSUMING THE ONE DOING THE LOOKING HAS EVOLVED 


‘RACES WHO THINK SMOG, SLASH-AND-BURN TRACKS, MUSHROOM 
‘CLOUDS, GLASS CRATERS, AND PUSTULENT, DISEASED FLESH ARE 
PRETTY TEND TO COSMETICALLY SELECT AGAINST THEMSELVES 


WITH DRAMATIC EFFECT. IT'S COOL TO WATCH, BUT NOT PRETTY. 


THE YOMINGANS SEEM SENSTALE ENOUGH UP CLOSE EVEN 
THEIR SELFISH GENES GOT SENSIBLE, AND PUT A HAND RIGHT 
WHERE LIVING HAND-TO-MOUTH COULD BE SIMPLIFIED. 


LIKE MOST SENSIBLE SOPHONTS, 
THEY INVENTED CIVILIZATION. 


WITH CIVILIZATION CAME 
CIVILITY, CIVIL SERVICE, 
AND OF COURSE CIVIL WAR 


THE ARMY IS DEFENDING CRITICAL 
FACILITIES, SIR. WE CAN'T SPARE 
TROOPS TO GUARD YOUR STORE. 


IS LESS THAN A DAY 
OUT! WHAT'S A HELPLESS 
| SnerciianT 10 DoF 


‘SPEND SOME HONEY 
AND HIRE HELP. 


BUT ALL THE 
AFFORDABLE 
MERCENARIES 

ARE GONE! 


ACTUALLY, MOST OF THEM ARE 
DEAD. YOu GET WHAT YOU 


PAY FOR. 
FINE. /'LL HIRE THE 
BEST MERCENARIES 


IN THE GALAXY! 


AND 6 
WHO HE HIRES INSTEAD. 


‘CAPTAIN, I'VE GOT ALIVE ONE. 
‘THIS GUY WANTS PROTECTION 
FROM A LIGHTLY-ARMED MOB 
CLOSING ON HIS PROPERTY. 


THAT'S POLICE WORK, 
THURL, IT CAN'T POSSIBLY 
PAY ENOUGH, 


HIS BID 1S. 
RIGHT HERE. 


THAT CAN'T BE RIGHT. HE 
MUST BE PLANNING TO 


STIFF US AT HE OFFERED US 
HALF DOWN. SAID 
HE'S IN A HURRY. 


TEL BACK DOWN, 
THAT'S TOO MUCH 
FOR A RETAINER. 


“ACTUALLY, WE 
ALREADY HAVE HIS 

B] MONEY. HE WAS INA 
‘BIG HURRY. 


SO YOULL 
BE HERE IN 
AN HOUR? 


WELL, THE 
UNIVERSE 
ISN'T PAYING 
Py You. | AM. 


I never thought I'd 

‘meet someone who 

| DON'T cape actually boleves 
ABOUT DISTANCE that money makos: 
1M IN A HURRY. the world go ‘round, 


SO HOW SOON WILL 
YOu BE HERE? 


WE CAN REACH 
YOMING ORBIT IN 
‘ABOUT FIVE HOURS, 
DEPENDING ON 
‘TRAFFIC, 


TRAFFIC? WHAT KIND Jy 
OF A SCAM ARE YOU 
RUNNING? THERE'S 

NO TRAFFIC IN 

SPACE. 


ACTUALLY, THERE 1S 
AND IN A WAR ZONE 
UKE YOU'VE GOT, 
"THERE'S ALSO 
‘TRAFFIC CONTROL. 


WHAT'S THE MATTER? 
DIDN'T you BUY 
SOME GUNS TO PUT 
ON YouR FANCY 
SPACESHIPS? 


Unu've go? his down payment. 
We could just, you know... Fly 
the other way, 


FIVE HOURS... | GUESS J) | | sAlD Five HOURs UNTIL We REACH WE HAVE TO INSERT Hp 
i ORSIT, INSERYION TROOPS. INSERTION 
THATLL BE Gka. Tite Jl) OFS MERTON Wu TACE.UST ane SOLDIERS INTO YOUR'YOU PEOPLE 


EEEEW. 
DAY OUT. INSERTION OF 
WHAT? 


TNSERTION Is A MILITARY, ‘SO THERE'S NOTHING, JM [WELL, | GUESS /LL [ou don’t think he'd think the carnage 


‘TERM, IT MEANS WE'LL YOu KNOW... DIRTY SEE YOU WHEN YOU }| concomitant with an overt insertion 


BE DROPPING TROOPS. f 
REOROR ye GOING ON. GET HERE, THEN. TOOT REMIVEAE WILT! 
‘COMBAT ZONE. HE THINKS. I GOT TIRED OF 

/ ), DUKE, my TALKING TO HIM. 


ae ee 


ARE YOU OFFERING TO 
TRY TO TEACH ME HOW 
TO sHOUT YOUR 

THUGS AROUND? 


“THE SEVENTY MAXIMS OF 
MAXIMALLY EFFECTIVE 
MERCENARIES?” 


BREYA, YOU'VE GOT WHAT IT 
EN ROUTE TO YOMING, THE TALES TOBE A GOOD 
CAPTAINAND THE ADMIRAL [fM COMMANDER. YOU JUST NEED 
DISCUSS COMMAND SKILLS ‘A FEW POINTERS. 


NO, BUT I'VE 
GOT ABOOK 
FOR YOU TO 

READ. 


{7 


T'S GREAT, 11'S FULL OF ][ MOST OF THESE | YUP. THAT'S RULE “GIVE A MAN A FISH, FEED HIM FOR A [TAGON, THIS BOOK 1S A JOKE, 
LITTLE RULES THAT YOU Jp DAY. TAKE HIS FISH AWAY AND TELL HIM | 11'S JUST SILLY. I CAN TELL 
HE'S LUCKY JUST TO BE ALIVE, AND HE'LL | ALREADY THAT THERE'S 


CAN MEMORIZE TO HELP J[TRITE, “PILLAGE, | RIGHT THERE. 
THEN BURN. FIGURE OUT HOW TO CATCH ANOTHER | NOTHING USEFUL IN IT. 
‘ONE FOR YOU TO TAKE TOMORROW.” 


TT MAY SEEM SILLY TO THOSE J] [ AH. YOU MEAN THE COLONEL me) MYPOINT... OF THE GIVEN THOSE ODDS, DONT 

OUTSIDE THE PROFESSION, CCEETA AND GENERAL XINCHUS WHAT'S | THREE PEGPLE LNOW THINK I WANT TO GET ANY OF 

BUT TO THOSE IN THE KNOW...) | | WE HAVE LOCKED UP IN THE @P, YOUR | KNOW WHO HAVE READ WHATEVER'S IN THIS ON ME. 
= BRIG ABOARD THE ATHENS? JM POINT? “TuIs BOOK, TWO OF 

DID YOU KNOW THAT COLONEL ‘THEM ARE IN JAIL, AND 

CEETA AND GENERAL XINCHUS THE THIRD ONE IS YOU. 

‘ARE SOTH VERY FAMILIAR WITH 

THAT BOOK? 


ADMIRAL, THIS 
MISSION. PROFILE 
IS A BIG HUNK 0! 
MONKEY CRAP. 


MY GRUNT-SPEAK IS ALITTLE. 
RUSTY, DOES “HUNK OF MONKEY 
‘CRAP MEAN “ALPHA COMPANY IS 
READY AND WILLING" OR ARE YOU 
SAYING “HAND MY COMMAND TO. 
‘SOMEONE COMPETENT?” 


DID T SAY "HUNK 
OF MONKEY CRAP?” 


[MEANT "HUNKY MONKEY TRAP.” 
TT MEANS, UMM... ERR... 

“THERE ARE SOME ISSUES, BUT ME 
AN! MY APES CAN WORK ‘Eff OUT”, 


NICE cover, 
CAPTAIN. 


IT'S FOR POLICE TYPES, \ YOU'RE WORRIED 
YOU KNOW, NON-LETHAL |A8OUT OVERKILL, 
FORCE, AND ALL THAT. 


RULE 37: THERE IS 
NO OVERKILL. THERE 15 
‘ONLY "OPEN FIRE” 
AND “TIME TO 
RELOAD.” 


BRE YOU GUOTING 
THAT HORRID LITTLE 
PIRATE BOOK AT ME, 
CAPTAIN? 


UNM, YEAH, 
Youve 


NO, BUT TAM BURNING 
IL EVERY COPY I CAN LAY 
‘MY HANDS ON, 


TVE DONE CROWD [> HOw CAN KEEPING 
NTROL BEF 

Sat Gooaee cans PSE cnsareassi, 

AND WIDDLE-BID0Y CAPTAINE 

STUNNERS ARE 

EMBARRASSING. 


Th SORRY ADMIRAL. Ts AN THAGE 
THING, MY MARINES LIKE BIG GUNS 
AND HARD TARGETS. 5 
Sorry to interrupt. 

Tm looking For the 

(gooker-gun reloads. 


Get your own 
wrist-breaker, 


FALL IN, YOU APES? 
WE'RE GONNA DO THIs 
RIOT-MASHING THING 
AND. WE'RE GONNA 
UKE IT. 


CAPTAIN, WITH ALL OUE 
RESPECT, WHAT'S TO LIKER 
STANDING AROUND BEING 
TARGETS FOR BOGIES WE'RE 
NOT ALLOWED 1O KILL? 


SERGEANT, IVE SEEN 
THE MERCENARY-ISSHE 
GOOBER GUNS, THEY'RE 
BIG. NON-REGULATION 
BIG, EVEN, 


ON COLD NIGHTS YOU 
CAN FILL THE BARREL 
WITH HOT WATER AND 
HAVE YERSELF A BATH. 


"ALPHA COMPANY 15 TRYING | WELL, YEAH, THEYNEEDED) [1 SURE THEYRE ‘Somebody run OKAY, THAT 
T down to the mess KINDA STINGS, 
and grab spatulas! 


‘YOU ISSUED 
THEM ALREADY? 


Hey, Captain! | aot Alpha 
‘company all checked oub 
‘on the goober auns, 


(gs 


YOU'VE SHOT THROUGH YES, YOURE GOING TO 
‘OVER THIRTY PERCENT OF \\ | HAVE TO CLEAN UP GEFORE, 
‘our Gooser stores. IT's | | We GET THERE. 

GOOD THING THIS STUFF 

TS RE-USABLE, 


_— Were here! | [YOU HEARD THE SERGEAN. TTT GONNA ENJOY 

THemencensny RerinoeR TACOS Von vor Feet || TROOPS! TT's TINE TO GO Gales 

COMMAND ENTERS onerT ovER YOMING. || boys! It's time || PULL SOME FAT-CAT'S FAT ake cet 
= to earn your || OUTTA THE FIRE. 


pay! a 


WERE IN ORSIT OVER F 
‘THE COORDINATES HE Irs just after dark down 
SENT, RIGHT? 


taking a litte longer. 
Thora's an TH point 
source Fouling the lou- 


@ point-source is 
where our emplayer’s 
building should be. 


J) THEREEAR: gl doosn't Ioave glowing craters, 


[ihe point-source ta SL The lovers cot mmm. no. Uour gardan-variely victor cr 
Th THE RIOTERS GOT 


ee Pose) | So wher WELL, NONE, NOW 
NOT DEPLOYING TODAY. Holding|| 7 HOLDING Out FoR evidence do) {THAT YOU MENTION TT. 
MORE EVIDENCE THAT We already Al NOT A GOOD TIME TO 
neh ota iar ‘OUR EMPLOYER IS es ‘J 
money wile weve STILL ALIVE 
got him over the 
barrel, eh Captain? 


‘BE DEPLOYING, 


Tey, we dont need an) | SERGEANT, WERE NOT GONG 1 

an ante | Ceaeaae) [ee mane oe 
einer. Were SHOOTING JUST FOR THE FUN | (NOT. frnmnm.. Med SRN YOUR TROOPS, 
re reba cen OF IT. WERE SOLDIERS, NOT oe ae ee NNR TON, 
already dressed ee = 


for dancina. [by FD ee 


Theoming call, captai 
It's a general Hunnig 


(GIMME A READ ON 
THIS GUY, HAPPY? 
‘SAD? ANGRYE 


TFs hard to tell, Uke 
most of these Folks, his 
Face is upside down and 
he’s got an arm growing 
out of his head. 


Tig captain ill be 
with you in just a 


THESE ARE TRYING TIMES, 
CAPTAIN. | CALLED TO LET YOU 
KNOW THAT YOUR EMPLOYER, 
DUKE BENNINYNINI, HAS BEEN. 
ASSASSINATED. 


OH, WELL, I'm 
GLAD GOT 
HALF DOWN IN 
‘ADVANCE, 


AH, YES. YOU SEE, HIS ESTATE HAS [YOU WERE CONTRACTED FOR 
DEVOLVED ONTO THE MINISTRY OF JTHE USE OF FORCE, AND YOU'VE. 
AGRICENTRIST DECONSTUCTION. NOT YET ACTUALLY DONE 
THEIR AUDITORS DEMAND THAT J’ | THAT. YOU HAVEN'T DONE ANY 
YOU RETURN THAT ADVANCE. OF THE VIOLENT WORK THAT 


eran WAS Foe 
’ > 
vw 
276 Ott 
Ta soa irs 


‘VERY, VERY NON- i] 
REFUNDABLE. 5 


TARE YOU SUGGESTING THAT I MAY 
HAVE TO RESORT TO VIOLENCE IN 
‘ORDER TO KEEP MY MONEY? 


ER... UM.NO. 
NEVER MIND, 


PERHAPS YOU AND YOUR ELITE 
EARTH SOLDIERS WOULD BE 
INTERESTED IN SOME WORK, 
[AS LONG AS YOU'RE HERE? 


TET ME THINK OUT LOUD FORA 
MOMENT: YOU'RE FIGHTING A 
CCIVIL WAR IN WHICH ORSITAL 
WEAPONS ARE BEING USED 
AGAINST URSAN TARGETS, 


ME, I'VE JUST COLLECTED 
THREE MONTHS WORTH OF PAY 
FOR HALF A DAY'S WORK, AND 
"ALL THAT WAS FLIGHT TIME. 


YOU SHOULD BE GRATEFUL 
FOR YOUR GOOD FORTUNE, AND 
THEREFORE WILLING TO WORK 
FOR HALF RATE, 


MAYSE I'M GETTING SOFT, GUT I THINK 
‘THAT GOOD FORTUNE IS BEING ABLE TO 


MAKE PAYROLL FOR THE NEXT THREE 
MONTHS WITHOUT SUCKING DIRT OR 


BEING VAPORIZED FROM ORBIT. 


THIS IS WHAT 
PEOPLE GET FOR 
OVERPAYING 
MERCENARIES. 


CAPTAIN, IM NOT OFFERING TO HIRE DIRT- 
SUCKERS’ WE ARE IN ATHER DIRE NEED OF 
GOOD NILITARY ADVISORS. 


A GOOD MILITARY 
ADVISOR WOULD LOOK 


‘AT THE POLITICAL 
SITUATION HERE AND 
RUN FOR HIS LIFE, 


THAT'S JUST THE SORT OF 
INSIGHT WE'RE LOOKING FoR, 


ALL OF MY TOP ADVISORS DID EXACTLY 
THAT. HAD | KNOWN THEY WERE GOING 
TO BOLT, | WOULD HAVE USED 
STRONGER CHAINS. 


w 


‘YOU MAKE IT 
‘SOUND ENTICING, 

BUT I'M STILL GOING 
‘TO HAVE TO SAY "NO." 


THE OTHER 15 GENERAL LEVAUGHN MATSUT XINCHUB, 
THE UNS, OFFICER WHO REACTIVATED COLONEL CEETA 
AND SENT HER OUT LOOKING FOR THE ATHENS. 


THERE ARE TWO HIGH-RANKING PRISONERS 
DEEP IN THE BRIG OF THE ATHENS, 


BELIEVE WHAT YOU 
WANT, GENERAL, BUT 
TWAS LOYAL TO YoU 

TO THE VERY LAST. 


(ONE I5 COLONEL JEVEE CEETA, A ONE-TIME 
BOUNTY HUNTER CALLED BACK INTO THE 
MILITARY TO HUNT DOWN THE VERY SHIP 
IN WHOSE BRIG SHE CURRENTLY SITS. 


“THE LAST... WAS THAT 
THE PART BEFORE OR 
AFTER YOU TRIED 

TO CONVINCE TAGON 
YOU'D PLANNED THE 
DESTRUCTION 

OF My SHIP2 


TWAS TRYING TO GET BACK INTO. 
TTAGON'S GOOD GRACES SO MAYBE 
(ONE OF US WOULD BE ON THE 
OUTSIDE OF THIS BRIG. 


YOU KNOW, THE 


HAVE. WHAT DO WE NEED TO 
OFFER OUR GUARDS IN 


ORDER TO 
SUBORN 
THEMe 


SIDE WHERE THEY |//°/ 


O I ce KEYS, COMMS, 
BS AND MAYBE EVEN A 
WORKING TERASHUTTLE?. 


WELL HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL HE 


WALKS ON WATER. 
THEY WON'T CROSS 
HIM FOR ANYTHING. 


Jian 


Sean 
Vey (me crapper, Too. 


HEY, GOOD NEWS YOU. 
TWO. I'VE DECIDED NOT, 
TO Kit YOU TODAY. 


‘OH, HELLO, TAGON, HOW 
CAN NOT DYING BE GOOD 
NEWS WHEN YOU HAVEN'T 
CHANGED OUR MENU IN 
HERE FOR THREE WEEKS? 


BECAUSE 
TMLETTING 
UG 


LETTING US GO? 
‘JUST LIKE THAT? 
YOU'RE KIDDING ME. 


WELL, TM NOT SO MUCH “LETTING 
YOU GO" AS "SELLING YOU INTO 


SLAVERY." 


1 SMELL A 
‘CRAPPER-DROP. 


THE LOCALS NEED MILITARY, 
ADVISORS, BUT THE. 
‘SITUATION HERE IS TOO. 
UNSTABLE FOR ME TO 
ACCEPT THE JOB THEY 


BESIDES, AFTER THEIR LAST ADVISORS 
BAILED GUT ON THEM, IGOT THE 
IMPRESSION THAT THE NEXT SATCA 
WOULD BE KEPT UNDER LOCK AND. 
KEY, THAT'S JUST NOT SOMEPLACE 
TM COMFORTABLE 


TM NOT TOO KEEN 
‘ON BEING LOCKED 
UP MYSELF. 


[AND THAT'S WHY SELLING YOU INTO. 
SLAVERY MAKES ME SMILE INSIDE, 


SMILING ON 
THE OUTSIDE, 
TOO. 


TAGON, IF YOU SELL ME INTO WOW, INEVER THOUGHT OF| [YOU'RE ONLY MOCKING ME, 
SLAVERY, YOU'D BETTER BE THAT. 1GUESS I'D BETTER |] BECAUSE YOU THINK YOU 


JUST TURN YOU LOOSE AND. 
GETTING A BIG PILE OF RS TELE OU LOO CONTROL We 


MONEY, BECAUSE T WILL GET 
FREE, AND T WILL COME 
AFTER YOU, 


'ACTUALLY, I ALSO. 
MOCKED YOU WHEN. 
YOU THOUGHT YOU 

‘CONTROLLED ME, 


TAGON, YOU DONT HMMM, YOU MIGHT BE RIGHT. IF T BEING SOLD INTO 
FEAR ME NEARLY {WERE TRULY AFRAID OF YOU ESCAPING SLAVERY 1S SOUNDING, 


FROM GENERAL HUNNIG AND COMING 
ENOUGH FOR YOUR JJ, FROM GENERAL HUNNIC AND COMING BETTER AND BETTER, 
~ YOU WHERE YOU STAND, 


TTAGON, PLEASE EVE, WE DID NOT-WORK ‘BUT YOU SAW THROUGH Sounds like WF IKNOW, TKNOW. IT's 
DON'T DO THIS. You )jl] | WELL TOGETHER. You PLAYED) THAT! | COULD NEVER PULL] | she’s still | JUST SO MUCH Ful TO 
‘AND | WORKED ME, RIGHT TO THE END. ‘THAT AGAIN, AND ID NEVER. LISTEN TO HER DO IT, 


Playing you, 
WELL TOGETHER. TRY. | RESPECT YOU Capen 
‘TOO MUCH. 


CONGRATULATIONS, GENERAL] I'VE PROVIDED You WITHA] [GENERAL IF YOU KNOW THEFOOD WILL BE SURE 

HUNNIG. YOU ARE NOW THE | = DOSSIER ON EACH OF THEM, || WHaT’s GOOD FOR YOU, GOESIN THE Py TO ALWAYS 

EERSTE OD) BERRA Ser NIL Gree Gites 
MAN ; 

ae FAVORITE FOODS. | [FREECOM IMMEDIATELY. F 


THE MERCENARY FLEET DEPARTS. 
YOMING SPACE MUCH WEAL THIER 
THAN WHEN IT ENTERED. 


Tacon, 'M nor i 
SURE THAT SELLING 

JEVEE AND XINCHUS YM SPLITTING 
INTO SLAVERY WAS ‘THE PROCEEDS 
‘SUCH A GOOD IDEA. WME WITH YOU, 50/50. 


‘OF COURSE, NOW THAT 
YOU MENTION IT, 1™M NOT 
‘SEEING THE DOWN-SIDE. 


\\ 


‘ONE YOMING YEAR LATER. 


EVERYBODY LOVES A 
FAT MAN. 


WATCH IT, 
"PRINCESS." 


‘CAPTAIN KAFF TAGON'S MERCENARY COMPANY NEEDS THESE PORTABLE FACTORIES ARE RARE AND EXPENSIVE, BUT 
A FABBER - A MILITARY GRADE FABRICATION SYSTEM : TAGON'S GOT MONEY, AND TENDS TO BE PRETTY LUCK 
USEFUL FOR EVERYTHING FROM REPATRS TO RELOADS. * 2 

t WELL, THAT TEARS IT. 


NOBODY IN THIS SYSTEM 
HAS ANYTHING TO SELL US, 


NEVER MIND THAT, 
CAPTAIN. | JUST GOT A 
CALL FROM ACEY NUBS. 


HES THE GUY WHO 
SOLD US THE PasT- 
DATED CHECK LOAN, 
REMEMBER? 


“SINCE THE TAUSENNIGANS ARE 
[ALREADY MAD AT US, IT PROBABLY, 
CAN'T HURT TO GO HAVE A 

LOOK, RIGHT? 


‘OH, YEAH. SPECIALIZES IN 
UNLOADING STOLEN MILITARY) 
EQUIPMENT SEFORE ITS, 

‘OWNERS CAN CATCH UP TO 
HIM, RIGHT? 


HE JUST PUT A TAUSENNIGAN 
OBEN FABER LiP FOR SALE, 
AND OFFERED US THE FIRST GO. 


HIS ASKING PRICE IS A\ 
LITTLE OUT OF REACH, 
BUT IT SOUNDS LIKE HE 
REALLY WANTS TO DEAL. 


= TT COULD BE WORSE, WE COULD 
TWO WEEKS LATER HAVE BEEN CAPTURED 8Y 
‘TAUSENNIGANS, 


Hey, I'm a Sole) 
For murder. 
GeIRSoniPon Enea eo Toes norae, 


CRIME SCENE INVESTIGATION IN PROGRESS. 


WHAT AN LOOKING 
AT HERE, COPPER? 


THE VIC" IS AN ARMS: 
DEALER, ACEY NUBS. HE 


RIGHT IN THE CHEST. 


THE SUSPECT'S IN CUSTODY, 
ALONG WITH HIS capTan 
THEY'RE MERCENARIES, HERE, 
ON A SHOPPING TaIP. 


TD SAV I7'S AN ARMS 
DEAL GONE SOUTH, 
OPEN AND SHUT. WHAT 
D0 You say, 
GRIZZLY? 


TD SAY THAT PLASMA BOLT 
WENT CLEAR THROUGH THE 
VICTIMAND TWO BULKHEADS. 


~s- BND THAT MEANS THAT SETTING 
Up BASELINE FIRE PATTERNS WITH 
THE SUSPECT'S PLASGUN IS GOING 

TO BE SOME KIND OF FUN. 


IT'S A WASTE OF METAL, AND 
THE ONLY REASON I LET IT RUN 
1880 T CAN LAUGH AT ITS 

‘MISTAKES, 


HOLOGRAPHIC IMAGING, MULTI- 
BAND SPECTROSCOPY, FIVE 
NINES OF NON-DESTRUCTIVE 
OBSERVATION, AND AT THE END 
(OF FIVE MINUTES IT CAN HAND 
YOU A VERDICT. 


THAT EVVI-BOT IS A 
MIRACLE OF MODERN 
SCIENCE, GRIZ. 


Attempted suicide! 


ne 


Oh, wait. 


The victim is 
dead, Lome 
think about 
this one. 


YO, GRIZ, YOU PAGEDE. | our victim ALSO Lost ONE 5 IF YOU NEED TO 
WE'RE READY TO THROUGH-AND- J OF HI THREE ARMS TO IT. TAKE A CALL ON THE 

HAUL THE DECEASED THROUGH, PLUS TWO THE MIGHT HAVE PUT HIS PORCELAIN PHONE, 

BACK TO THE LAB. BULKHEADS. | ARM UP IN DEFENSE. TAKE IT OUTSIDE. 


‘OKAY, GRIZ. THE |pID You NOTICE HOW 
eee at | HIS ARM WAS BURNT 
PS ONER, OFF ABOVE THE 
ELBOW, BUT THE 

HAND WAS cur? 


YOU DIONT SEE ITP IT’S RIGHT 
OVER THERE, IN THE PUDDLE. 


THAD A RED. 
‘SMOOTHIE FOR) 
BREAKFAST, 


TELL YOU WHAT, I'LL DRIVE 
‘MYSELF BACK WHILE YOU GO 
RE-PARK YOUR BUICK. 


‘COPPER, WE'RE GOING TO WORK 
ON LINKING THAT PLASGUN TO 
THE CRIME, BUT THERE'S NO 
REGISTRATION ON IT. 


CAN I GET YOU 
10 SAY THAT 
AGAIN INTO THIS 
RECORDER? 


WE DON'T NEED ONE. We 
ALREADY CONCLUSIVELY 
LINKED IT TO THE 

suspect 


THE EVIDENCE: 
TECH TRIED TO 
PUT ITIN A BAG. 


Hey, that's mine/ 


WE'LL NEED MORE THAN A RECORDING OF THE THE PROSECUTOR MIGHT y 
SUSPECT DEMANDING HIS WEAPON BACK IF We'RE \) | Bz ABLE TO Make THAT S| TRACE WILL BE WORKING ON} [Piece o' me? Come 
GOING TO PROVE HE USED IT TO COMMIT A CRIME. | PLAY WITH A JURY, BUT IT, cub It OFF yourself, 

WON'T PLAY WITH ME. ‘Naricu-bou, 


HE'S DIRTY, GRIZ. YOU CAN SEE 


TVEGOTANORGY OP \ [zm sures | | FIGHT. UMM... WELL, OUR AMORPH 
WHAT HAVE You GOT || EVIDENCE. AND TKNOW ) C" ‘Lave No | | HAS SEEN A VERY NAUGHTY BOY. 


FORENSIC SCIENTISTS 
‘ORGIES, IF YOU KNOW 
HOW 00 You KNOW: 


PORE OVER A SAMPLE OF 
= L WHAT MEAN, 
HE'S A BOY? 


TDONT. GUT HES] | waven We HANGS 
BEEN NAUGHTY. HIS Ga pegects 
BEENNAUGNTY HIS 1] ur on spacesHIP 
hae HULLS IN STELLAR 
STORNS. 


THOUGHT OF THAT, THE COUNT DOESN'T, 
‘SUPPORT IT. SEE, HE'S LOADED WITH 
ISOTOPES OF CAREON, HYDROGEN, 
‘OXYGEN, AND NITROGEN, ALONG WITH 


pal 


HE'S ALMOST 20% SILICON 7 
ey weight, uous, AND | ( S40 panne coe 
MIs SILICON ISOTOPE. TEE MATING IEDR, 
‘COUNT IS ONLY ALITTLE THIS ORGY YOU 

PROMISED ME, 


‘WELL, THE ONLY WAY TO HAVE ONE 
COMPONENT HIGH IN ISOTOPES, 
WHILE THE OTHER COMPONENT 1s, 
NOT IS FOR YOU TO BE INGESTING 
THOSE ISOTOPES. IF YOU'RE 
EXPOSED TO RADIATION, ALL OF 
YOU GETS ISOTOPIC, 


‘CARBON, 
HYDROGEN, OXYGEN, 

[AND NITROGEN... CHON. 

IT'S THE STUFF CARBON-BASED 
CRITTERS ARE MADE OUT OF. 


0... HE’S BEEN BURNING HIS) 
CARBON-BASED VICTIMS TO 
ASH, AND THEN EATING THE 
LAST OF THE EVIDENCE. 


NO ORGY, GERG. OUR VIC’ WASN'T 
BURNT TO ASH, AND DIDN'T GET EATEN. 
WHAT YOU'VE GOT HERE IS MORE LIKE A 
BLIND DATE. 


BUT SHE'S REALLY 
HOT, RIGHT? 


WE FOUND ORGANIC ASH IN YOUR HOW 00 vou SUPPOSE | [Hnmm.. could be | || ARE YOU CONFESSING TO OTHER 
SYSTEM, SERGEANT. IT APPEARS TO THaT asi oT || eat my enenies after || MURDERS, SERGEANT? T= suet sauna | 


HAVE BEEN IRRADIATED, PERHAPS WITH A THERE? ||! roast ‘em with the 
STREAM OF HIGH-ENERGY PROTONS. oe Nel cone 


Hi, rb se youR--[ i FORGET EVIDENCE! T OUST 
|ATIIEEE/ a WITNESBED YOU KILLING 
SOMEONE! 


NO PROBLEM. WE'VE 

GOT A COUPLE OF. 
‘DRONES ON RETAINER 
FOR PUBLIC DEFENSE. 


WHAT ABOUT 
THIS ONE? IT 
MAKES NO 

SENSE AT ALL, 


OW, THAT'S 
FOR ONLINE 
COMICS DAY. 


$0 THAT'S SUPPOSED 
TO BE ME READING 
SCHLOCK SCRIPTS? 


UH-UH, NO WAY. 


"BUT SANDRA, YOU'RE A HUGE 
PART OF SCHLOCK MERCENARY. 
WATCHING YOU READ THE 
BLANK SCRIPTS IS ONE OF THE 
MOST IMPORTANT STEPS IN MY 
CREATIVE PROCESS, I CAN'T DO 
THIS WITHOUT YOU. 


‘AND IF TLET YOU DRAW [NOT OUT TO THERE, 
MEINTO ITIM GOING JX BUT YEAH, THEYL 
‘TO END UP WITH BOOKS, 

OUT TO HERE 


(3 


3 


‘DOES HE KNOW THAT? 
WE ASSIGNED HIM A 
PUBLIC DEFENDER, 
‘AND HE ATE IT. 


MST EOL HOS 
PARTNERSHIP COLLECTIVE 

ATTORNEY DRONES? OUR ZT WAS £0) 
COMPANY IS LEGALLY FAST. GRAB, 
‘AUTHORIZED TO. STUFF, CRUNCH... Z 
COLLECT BOUNTIES 
SOuncT ALMOST MISSED IT. 


TM GUESSING YOU DONT, 


HE'S WEARING ITS 
NECKTIE LIKE A 


ID YOU KILL [Dow Answer | [aur vouve Wf For THe Love or | See, the ones J/ DEFENDING You 
BE 
'ANIGHTMARE, 


ACEY NUBE THAT, EITHER. 
SERGEANT? 


TARE We DONE IN 


NOTHING? MAYBE. BUT THE 


HERE! YOUVE GOTNOTHING WE'VE GOT TIES HIM 


NOTHING ON MY. 


TO THE MURDER WEAPON, AS 


Mostly they were 
shooting back, 
and doing a Fair 
Job oF it. 


‘OH, YOU THINK THAT UST 
BECAUSE YOU'RE A SOLDIER 
YOU'RE ALLOWED TO 

KILL PEOPLE? 


WELL, IT DOES 
MAKE THE 
WORK GO 

FASTER, 


GRIZ, YOU'RE ACSI, NOTAN |7 


INTERROGATOR. WHAT ARE 
YOU OOING IN HERE WITH THE 


THIS 18 wHERE VJ ANO IT’S ACTION YOU'RE: 
ALL THE ACTION [NOT TRAINED FOR. NOW 
IS RIGHT NOW, P GET BACK TO YOUR LAB. 
COPPER, BEFORE I TARE AWAY YOUR 

FIELD PRIVILEGES. 


1 GOT TO WATCH 
Hum Bar A 


‘AND IT’ COMING 
‘OUT OF YOUR 


GRIZ, | THINK WE'VE GOT A] [1 CHECKED SEVERAL INDEPENDENT | [D0 YOU KNOW (you souND 
A CORPSE 15 CURRENTLY PROBLEM WITH THIS: 
‘SUFFERING METHODICAL SEVERED HAND YOU || THE HAND DIED ALMOST FORTY 
INDIGNITY IN THE FOUND AT THE SCENE... | MINUTES AFTER THE BODY DID. 
OZVEGA MORGUE. 


‘COULD BE your 
‘SUSPECT REMOVED 
‘THE HAND, STUCK IT 
ONTO SOME SORT OF 
LLIFE-SUPPORT UNIT, 
AND THEN USED IT TO 
OPEN A PALM LOCK. 


THAT WOULD EXPLAIN THE CUTTING RATHER 
THAN THE CAUTERIZATION. BURNING THs HAND ) 
(OFF WOULD LEAVE NO PATCH POINTS FOR 
LIFE-SUPPORT. 


TT ALSO GIVES YOU 
YOUR MOTIVE, 


YO) GRIZ, YOU GUYS | LOOKS LIKE YOU'RE | YEAH, WE'VE GOT MISTER EXCEPT THAT SusHI ig [SCUSE ME. T NEED TO 
ONE WITH THE...NO,} STILL RIGHT IN THE, | NUBS SPREAD OUT OVER } (pay, aND ouR Vic HERE | GO SEE A MAN ABOUT 
YOU'RE NOT. Umit, MIDDLE... OF | THIS TABLE LIKE AN Hag BEN COOKED IN. [BARFING UP A HORSE. 


THE., UMM, ‘ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT 
‘SUSHI BUFFET. 


‘COPPER, CAN YOU GET ME 
THE Vic's ACCOUNT LOGS? 
WE THINK WE°VE FOUND A 
HOTIVE FOR THE KILLING. 


WE NEEO TO SBE IF THAT HAND 
WAS USED TO AUTHORIZE ANY 
TRANSFERS... AFTER HE 

WAS DEAD. 


‘BY THE WAY, ONE OF 
YouR Guys Is DOING 
THE TWO-LITER YAWN 
IN THE BATHROOM. 


I'VE ALREADY GOT 
AGUY TRACING 
ACCOUNT ACTIVITY. 


‘T DOUBT HE'S GOT TWO | WELL, HE'S CHATTING 
UP CHUCK’S SISTER 

RIGHT NOW, 50 HUEY 

DIDN'T GET ALL OF IT 

OUT OF HIS SYSTEM. 


RYk, YOU DONE 
IN THERE? 


YEAH, ALL 
DONE, Just 


NEED TO 
CLEAN UP. 


You SURE 
you're 
DONE? 


‘SPLEEN SPREAD ON FRIED 
PANCREATIC CRACKERS, 
SKULL-BOWL SOUP, AND 
SPINALGHETTI CORD IN 
CLARET MARINARA WITH 
FRESH-PICKED MEAT- 
BALLS, 


RYk, FORENSIC 
SCIENCE MAY NOT 
BE THE RIGHT 
FIELD FOR YOU. 


Wk, YOUVE BLOWN GHINKS || ZA SERUNG THe WO yeau, aur mor peorce | [IN THAT THREE YEARS IVE SEEN Te MURDERER, 
vee prerry nuch every || COMUNITY, NO. erop cureurTINe TuRoUcs | | LOCKED HP, AND THO OF THEM EXECUTED. 
Conroe You've agen IN — || MAKING SURE THE 2 eur pont APTER A PEW FRI IVE LOST ALMOST, 
FRONT OF. ARE YOU SURE CAUGHT. WEEKS. YOU'VE BEEN HERE 40 POUNDS. 
YOU WANT TO BE A FORENSIC FOR THREE YEARS. 9 (on. t THOUGHT 

you suet 


Scewners 
| oN 000 vaiecur. <7 


es 1 = VV] : 


GRIZ, WE DON'T HAVE: 
ANYTHING ON OUR 

‘SUSPECT'S EMPLOVER, 
‘THIS TAGON GUY. HE'S 


THAT'S FINE, WE'VE GOT 
ENOUGH ON THI SCHLOCK 
GUY TO KEEP HIM LOCKED UP 


YEAH, SUT WHEN TAGON WALKS, HE 
WALKS BACK TO HIS COMPANY OF 
MERCENARIES. TF HE DECIDES TO 
BAIL OUR SUSPECT OUT WITH 

| FORCE, THERE'S NOT MUCH WE. 
CAN D0 TO STOP HIM. 


DOES THE TT THINK 80. SHE'S 
SUDGE KNOW | *VISITING FRIENDS” IN 
THIS? AGLASSTEEL BUNKER 
ON THE OTHER SIDE 

OF THE PLANET. 


YO, GRIZ] YOu GOTTA 
CHECK TRIS OUT. TVE 
GOT A RECORDING OF 
‘OUR SUSPECT TALKING. 
TO His LAWYER 


TIS EMPLOYER THINKS HE'S GUILTY. 
THEYRE NOT GOING 10 TRY TO. 
REAK HIM OUT BECAUSE IT WOULD 
BE BAD FOR BUSINESS. 


WAIT A MINUTE... THOSE 
CONVERSATIONS ARE 
‘SUPPOSED TO BE 
PRIVILEGED. 


"AND WITHTHE RIGHT EQUIPMENT, ITS 
‘A PRIVILEGE YOU TOO CAN ENJOY, 


OKAY, FINE, 


‘SERGEANT, YOU WERE 
SUPPOSED 10 BE PROTECTING 
MISTER NUBS, NOT BLOWING 
HOLES IN HIM. 


Masseu, 


Twas standing next to him, 
and something hit me. Next 
Bring | know fm paling 

iselF together and he’s in 
‘a heap in the middle oF 
the room, 


‘SERGEANT, THERE'S NO. 
"TRACE OF ‘ANYEODY ELSE 
HAVING BEEN IN THAT. 

ROOM BESIDES YOU AND. 


‘SURE, HE CUT OFF HIS OWN HAND, 
ROASTED THE STUS UP TO HIS 
ELSOW, AND THEN PLASGUNNED A 
SMOKING HOLE CLEAR THROUGH 


‘AND NOW, FOR A DESCUSSTON 


INADMISSIBLE EVIDENCE... 


- 


GRIZ, THE GUY Ts 
GUILTY. HIS EMPLOYER 
KNOWS IT, YOU KNOW 

IT, AND 1 KNOW IT. 


WE DONT HAVE ALL THE 
PIECES, BUT WE'VE GOT 
ENOUGH TO GET A 


YOU'RE RIGHT. WE DON'T HAVE 
ALL THE PIECES. WE DON’T KNOW. 
THE WHOLE STORY OF WHAT 
}OWN IN THAT ROOM. AND 

THAT MEANS WE COULD 

82 WRONG. 


YOU SAW THE RECORDING. OUR 
SUBPECT WAS MAINTAINING HIS 
INNOCENCE IN A PRIVILEGED 
CONVERSATION WITH HIS. 


PATHETIC SUSPEC 
TO THEIR 
Ounteae | | WAEN'T LYING. 


YOU BROKE A COUPLE OF LAWS MAKING THAT 
RECORDING, AND WE CAN'T UNDO THAT. YOU 
‘AND I NOW KNOW WHAT HE AND HIS LAWYER 
SAID TO EACH OTHER, AND REGARDLESS OF 
HOW THE CASE TURNS OUT, WE MAY END UP 

DOING ALITTLE TIME FOR THAT. 


(00 VOU WANT OUR 
SACRIFICE 10 BE 
WASTED? our 308 
1B TO LEARN THE 
TRUTH, LET'S 
FIGURE OUT WHY 
‘SCHLOCK THINKS, 


HE‘S INNOCENT. 
LET'S FIND THE 
REAL KILLER. 


ALL OF His FRIENDS Have \ [7 DON'T BELIEVE \ | NOW HAND OVER THAT 
TURNED AGAINST HIM. We’RE|| HIM I STILL THINK) RECORDING SO I CAN 
THE ONLY PEOPLE WHO CAN ] HE DID IT. DESTROY IT. I TOTALLY 
GET THE EVIDENCE TO SPEAK ‘DO NOT WANT TO 
THE TRUTH, AND WE'RE THE 
‘ONLY ONES LEFT WHO 
BELIEVE HIM, 


20... BESIDES THE HAND THING, 15 Ua]” WELL, HE WAS A SLOPPY || work THAT ANGLE FoR me, |[ THE ONLY THING | EXPECT TO COME UP 
THERE ANYTHING UNUSUAL ABOUT OUR Cet Ns HAL, STEP BACK THROUGH |] 'S RYK'S SUPPER, AND ONLY IF HE WALKS 


IN DURING THE INSTANT REPLAY. 


VICTIM? ANYTHING AT ALL? THE VIDS AND SEE IF 


ANYTHING COMES UP. 


AT LEAST 
WITH REPLAY HE 


RYK, WHAT DO VOU MAKE OF 
THESE FIRE PATTERNS? 


COMPARE THEM TO THE 
SPLATTER THE Vic" LOST 
HIS HAND OVER HERE 
UNDER THE FALLEN 
‘CABINET. 


WHICH IS EXACTLY WHERE THE 
WEAPON WAS FIRED... BUT 
THE VIC WAS IN THE MIDDLE 
OF THE ROOM THEN. 


SO HE FIGHTS OVER 
HERE AND LOSES HIS 
HAND, THEN STAGGERS 
JO THE MODLE OF THE 
ROOM AND GETS SHOT. 


‘RIZ, THERES NOTHING 
HERE'TO CLEAR THE 
SUSPECT, THE KILLING 
WAS A LITTLE MESSY FOR 
‘A PRO, BUT HE LOOKS 
LIKE A MESSY GUY, 


YOU'RE RIGHT. HE'S MEBSY. THERE 
SHOULD BE TRACES OF HIM HERE, 
WHERE THE SHOTS WERE FIRED. 


“GRIZ, | FOUND SOMETHING. THE 
CLOTHES THE VIC CAME TO ME 
IN'ARE NOT THE CLOTHES HE 
WAS WEARING WHEN HE WAS 
KILLED. 


TSTEPPED THROUGH THE EXAM IN REPLAY, 
‘AND THE CAMERA ANGLE NAILED IT DOWN, 
JUDGING BY THE PATTERN OF BLINS AND 
‘THE RESIDUES, THE VIC WAS UNDRESSED. 
AFTER HE WAS SHOT, RE-DRESSED IN THESE 
CLOTHES, AND THEN SHOT AGAIN SO THE 
‘BURNS WOULD MATCH. 


ANY INDICATION 
(OF WHY THIS 
MIGHT HAVE 
BEEN DONEP 


GRIZ, TMA 
CORONER, NOT, 
PSYCHIC. 


NOW THAT WOULD BE 
HELPFUL. JUBT ABK 
THE VIC WHO KILLED 
HIM, AND WE COULD 
ALL 60 HOME. 


OKAY, HANG ON. ZF WE STILL 
ASSUME A SINGLE SHOOTER, 
HOW DOES HE STAND OUR 
VICTIM UP AND THEN SHOOT 
HIM AGAIN FROM THE RIGHT 
RANGE? 


EASY. THE 
VIC" CAN BE 
‘STOOD UP DEAD.| 


TTS FREAKY ANATOMY, BUT IT'S NORMAL 
FOR HIS SPECIES. BETWEEN THE BIG 
FEET AND THE LOCKING TENDONS, 

YOU COULD STAND THIS GLY 

UP DEAD, AND HE WOULDN'T 

FALL DOWN UNTIL HIS, 

ANKLES START 

TO ROT. 


TELL Ws YOU DION T]] THE CAPTAN Was BRNENE 
stone JERR at 
THe ORGS FIND SOME CARPET TO PAINT. 


YO GRIZ, HAL J/— HE WAS KILLED WITH A 
YOU FOUND 4/PLASMA CANNON, HARRICK. 
‘ANY BURNS ON) ~ HE'S GOT ENOUGH BURN 
THE Vic? INSIDE HIS CHEST FOR AN 

ENTIRE TRAUMA WARD. 


NO, I MEAN LITTLE BURNS, 
THERE'S THIS SPOT OF 
SEARED FLESH UNDER THE 
BARREL OF THE PLASGUN, 
‘AND TRACE SAYS IT CAME 
FROM THE VIC. 


UNDER THE BARREL? ARE 
WE TALKING “POINT-BLANK 
TRANSFER,” OR “STUPIDITY 


THAT GUN'S A HEA, ANTIQUE, 
YOU CAN HARDLY ACCUSE 
SOMEONE OF BEING STUPID 
FOR HOLDING IT WRONG. 


MARKEE” 


EGAN CALL *STUPID” 
FOR TRYING TO FIRE 
ITATALL, HARRICK 


FARRIOKS RIGHT, GRiz, THIS] | UNFORTUNATELY, THERE'S NO 
TRANSFER IS FROM ACEY MATCHING BURN ON THE 
NUBS' LOWER-LEFT HAND, LATE MISTER NUBS, ALL THREE 
AND IT'S POSITIONED LIKE HE } | OF THE HANDS WE Have 

WAS BRACING THE GUN FROM HIM ARE UNBURNT. 
WHILE FIRING. 


‘ANY NANOMEDS IN 

HIS SYSTEM? MAYBE 

THE BURNS HEALED 
POSTMORTEM. 


GUYS, WE'VE HAD IT ALL 
WRONG THE WHOLE TIME. 
THERE'S A MUCH SIMPLER 


‘OUR VICTIM WAS KILLED BY HIS 
CLONE, AND WE'VE GOT 

‘THE CLONE’S RIGHT 

HAND ON ICE. 


T'S ABAD WEEK 
WHEN CLONICIDE IS 
THE SIMPLE ANSWER, 


St Teas E40 BU SERGEANT SCHLOCK, WAS 

GRIZZLY PUTS IT ALL \GNED AS MISTER NUBS 

TOGETHER FOR US. sia 
Soe 


/~ 


cee 
7 TRUE COPY OF ACEY NUBS. 


THE CLONE USED SOME WEAPON OR 
ANOTHER TO INCAPACITATE SCHLOCK 
REMOTELY, AND THEN ENTERED THE 
ROOM TO KILL ACEY NUBS. 


"AND WE SHOWED NO. 


WHAT I DON'T GET IS] | ou, THAT'S EASY. THE CLONE SMASHED SCHLOCK » NUBS IS PINNED. HIS RIGHT 
THE HAND, GRIZ, WHY, ‘OH, WAIT A | AND ACEY NUBS BY REMOTELY }] HAND IS TRAPPED BEHIND A 
wOUiD THe ente- ire Oo 

Gone iH, ONT KNOW) 


TIPPING THOSE CABINETS ON CABINET HE CAN'T MOVE. 


BUT THE PLASGUN... T'S BEEN KNOCKED "HAT ABOUT THE GUT HAND 
(CLOSE ENOUGH TO HIM THAT HE CAN USE AND THE CLOTHING CHANGES? 
IT, BUT HE HAS TO USE HIS TWO LEFT 

HANDS, HIS WEAKER HANDS. 


T1’S OVER IN AN INSTANT. ACEY NUBS KILLS 
HIS GATE-CLONE IN SELF DEFENSE WITH A 
PLASMA BOLT STRAIGHT THROUGH THE CHEST. YR 


DON'T vou GET ITP Nuss ReALIZeo He WEL Tie varoest part WOULD 
HAVE BEEN FREEING HIMSELF 
BY CUTTING OFF HIS OWN HAND. 


COULD ESCAPE HIS ENEMIES FOREVER. 
ALL HE NEEDED TO DO WAS MAKE IT 
LOOK LIKE THE CLONE WAS Hi 
EXCHANGE CLOTHING, FIRE A 
MATCHING BLAST... 

I's SIMPLE. 


UST TALKING ABOUT 
THI SETS YOU OFF? 


YOU MIGHT CALL 
RYK'S DEPARTURE 
‘A "RUNNING 646." 


Tt CHECKS Out, GRIZ, \] AGEY NuBS” GATE ||TecHNOLOGY HAS CREATED |[WHaT's your (Remember when T)( you owe My 
THE FIRE PATTERNS, THE CLONE TRIED TO || siruATIONS UNDER WHICH POINT, COPPER? }{ Called “attempted } ( evvi-8oT AN 
freee paeeth TAS iti AND || SOME EXISTING PRECEDENTS suicide?" APOLOGY. 
‘ANORPH TRACES, ENDED UP THE b 
CAN BE EXTRAPOLATED TO 
ABBURD VERDICTS. 


LAWS ON THE BOOKS THAT MAKE IT 
DIFFICULT TO DISTINGUISH BETWEEN 
‘A GATE-CLONE AND THE ORIGINAL. 


THOSE ACCOUNT TRACES 
CAME BACK. WE HAD TO ISBUE 
WARRANTS, BUT WE GOT THE 
INFORMATION. 


“ACEY NUBS’ BURNT LOWeR-LeFT HAND] ( Nocaseis\) [oriz, THIBIS 
WAS USED TO AUTHORIZE A SINGLE COMPLETE 

ACTION SIXTY-TWO MINUTES AFTER witHour A 6000 
TIME-OF-DEATH. DUMPSTER-DIVE, 


HE GRANTED POWER-OF- 
ATTORNEY TO AN A.T. WHICH THEN 
SHUNTED ALL OF HIS WEALTH THROUGH 
ASERIES OF LAUNDERINGS. WE LOST 
THE TRAIL, AND ... WHY ARE YOU 
ROOTING THROUGH THE DUMPSTER? 


TT FOUND SOME 
COOL Buss, 


TO KNOW WHAT ao Sneu 
HAPPENED? B MASSEY ree 
leaal-jtsu, and 
Tae to walk. 


ACTUALLY, WE LEARNED 
THAT ACEY NUS’ GATE 
CLONE SMASHED YOU, 
PINNED HIM, AND THEN 
ACEY KILLED THE CLONE 
WITH YOUR PLASGUN. 


T got'cher WHERE'S THE HARM IN 
legal-yitsu (LETTING 


Roose: 
boy, 


THE LAWYER LOOK, 
LIKE A GOOD-GUY 
FOR ONCE? 


TUNDERSTAND YOU AND YOUR 
(OF THE MURDER CHARGE. 
We gueT Let 


THE EVIDENCE 
CLEAR HIM. 


YOU STILL DESERVE. 
THANKS. MOST PEOPLE 
CAN'T PUT ASIDE THEIR 
PREJUDICES LONG 
ENOUGH TO LOOK AT 
ACTUAL FACTS, 


‘OUR LEGAL CODE 
REQUIRES US TO PRESUME: 
INNOCENCE UNTIL WE'VE 
ESTABLISHED GUILT. 


INNOCENT? SCHLOGK IS ANYTHING 
BUT WNOCENT. I'M JUST GLAD. 
NOBODY CAUGHT HIM DOING THE 
STUFF HE'S USUALLY GUILTY OF.. 


TM 80 HAPPY TO BE ABLE TO TAKE 
(CREDIT FOR TURNING HIM LOOSE 
ON AN UNBUBPECTING SOCIETY. 


MISTER GRIZZLY, MY MEN AND T WERE HARDWORKING, HONEST, [NO SOMETIMES YOU'RE BOUND ) (BUT THEYRE ALMOST 
MAY NOT BE NICE PEOPLE, BUT AND TRUE TO OUR WORD, ALWAYS BAD GUYS, 
BY YOUR WORD TO KILL PEOPLE.) ,AbMAIS BAD GUYS, 

FOR THE MONEY. 


WE'RE NOT EAD PEOPLE. 


CoNTRAGE WL YOUP Y7( ROTECT RTE ae Rn ae 


PAY THE BALANCE. =" 


‘ABOUT THAT. 


SPEAKING OF MONEY... DID || TEGINICALLY, IT WAS A MUTUAL ] [50 yoUrRE NOT GONG TO | [ OT UNLESS SOMEBODY ) (T7MNOT SURE HOW 
ACEY NUBS DEFAULT ON A JY pc DEFAULT, WE AED TO |] fun tim DOWN and TRY [5 GOING TOPAY US TOL) "Soul peel 


IF WE'D KNOWN HE WAS 
BEING HUNTED BY HIS OWN 
GATE-CLONE, RATHER THAN 
“JUST A RANDOM ASSASSIN, 

WE WOULD HAVE BEEN ABLE TO 
TAKE DIFFERENT PRECAUTIONS. 


‘CAPTAIN TAGON, SERGEANT SCHLOCK... 
T/L BE MUCH HAPPIER KNOWING YOU 
DON’T PLAN TO COME 

Back, EVER. 


YOU ARE DISGUSTING ATAVIGMS... )(THAT YOU EXIST AT ALL 
VIGLENT THROWBACKS TO AN 
UNCIVILIZED PAST, WHEN POWER 
BELONGED TO THE STRONG, RATHER 
THAN TO THE VOICE OF 

THE PEOPLE. 


EXCUSE ME, 
1 HATE TO 
INTERRUPT, 


BUT IF 1 HAVE TO, TIL T NEED EVERY SCRAP OF | BEFORE YOU SPEAK, 
INTERRUPT YOUR, VITAL al Vat RU Are ON ice NOME AT 
Z AN " 
?ERMANENTLY. oo ND een You A 
EFFORT TO LOCATE 


DONT GET SMART, WE COULD JUST LEAVE THAT | my [ze THAT WELL-DONE 

PLEASE. THE NEXT THING. HERE AS A REMINDER OF HOW | [ll] Evcucu FoR vou, 
TO PUT POWER BEHIND THE OR YOU, 
VOICE OF THE PEOPLE. SERGEANT? 


RIGHT THIS WAY, DARLING... 
ee ; 
nw BS 
—$—< ia 


SERCEANT, THESE ARE 
INV BABIES/ YOU CANT, 
JUST EAT MY BABIES! 


Taian even know, WE KREELIES PO NOT ET Jl [ VUP. SHE WIPES THE 
what you guys if EGES INACOLD PLACE, 
were. | had 70, - . AN? THEN I CONE ALONG, 


idea you were AND FERTILE THEN, 
A 


}] [MorTALITY is PRETTY HIGH FOR BABY a May I have 
KREELIES, USUALLY ONLY THO OR THREE ‘ another? 
FROM ALITTER WILL SURVIVE TO BECONE 
SAPIENT JUVENILES. THAT'S WAY WE 


ABOUT CHILOREN "| ive prig-BONDED. | | ISNOPLACE TOBE” “ TWO WEEKS’ NOTICE. WE'LL Tminoe supposed 


WHATS THISTHEAR) PRIVATE LIT ANTI | | A MERCENARY WARSHIP_J_CONSIDER YOURSELVES ON | [OH, THOSE Tasty, 600, bub 
ARE CUTE. 
‘ABOARD THE SHIP? STARTING A FAMILY. [TRY TO FIND SOMEPLACE SAFE 


= 
OUR CHUPREN JST TO SER U RHO TOE = bo row that. 
HATCHED. 


TF WE WERE IN-VITRO, TERI 
BEARING CREATURES, YOU. 
WOULD NOT BE $0 QUICK TO 
FIRE US. 


(OUR PEOPLE HAVE LONG BEEN 
PERSECUTED FOR OUR UNUSUAL 
REPRODUCTION. 70 YOU KNOW 
HOW FEW EGE-LAVING, 
EXTERNALLY FERTILIZING. 
‘SPECIES OF SOPHONT THERE 


Three thousand, 
uo hundred and 
Fourteen, and that’s 
hot counting the 
hermaphrodites. 


T'S A BIG GALAXY, CORPORAL 
‘TBEKI. IF I LET EVERYBODY 
PLAY THE MINORITY CARD, 
WE'LL BE HERE ALL DAY. 


(CAPTAIN, T UNDERSTAND. WHAT? WHO JI DOES THIS MEAN THAT | | WATT... YOU MEAN 
RAGE, LIFESTYLE, MATING. | YOU'RE FIRING A COUPLE TOLD YOU _ JM WHEN THE DOCTOR AND 1 || YOU TWO HAVEN'T 
PRETUDICE, CHILD-REARING.. | OF THE GRUNTS FOR THAT? » YL MARRY AND BEGIN MATING, |] UM... YOU KNOW., 
‘DEEP ISSUES THAT REQUIRE | MATING? YOU'LL FIRE US, TOO# | | JET? 


‘OKAY, NOW ‘OH, TGET IT, YOURE FIRING I] CAPTAIN, AS THE COMPANY CHECK WHAT? TTS NOT THAT THEYRE 
THAT IS ‘THE KREELY COUPLE NOT JM] CHAPLAIN, I FEEL IT MY SWORN, WEIRD, OR THAT THEYRE 
WEIRD. BECAUSE THEY'RE A DUTY TOWARN YOU THAT {I JUST DON'T WANT [fl MATING, OR THAT THEY LAY 
‘COUPLE, BUT BECAUSE YOUR BIASES AND PREJUDICES. CHILDREN ON fi EGGS. 11'S THAT THEY LAID 

‘THEYRE WEIRD. MAY TEAR OUR MERRY BAND THE SHIP! fit THE EGGS, AND THE EGGS 

‘ASUNDER UNLESS YOU. ul HATCHED AND NOW 

CHECK THEM. SOMEONE HAS TO 


WATGH KIDS, 


TUL PUT THE CHILDREN ABOARD THE 
ATHENS. THAT SHIP IS MINE, AND T 
DON'T THINK TBEKI AND MIKE 
SHOULD BE DISCHARGED UNLESS 
THEY WANT TO SE. IF THEY NEED A 
BABYSITTER, I'LL DO IT, 


BREYA, 1 KNOW YOURE 
MARRIED, BUT YOU'RE SMART. 
YOU'RE NOT SUPPOSED TO BE 
GOING ALL MATERNAL 

LIKE THIS, 


PROXIMITY EFFECT, CAPTAIN. 
SHE'LL BE WANTING TO GET 
PREGNANT ANY MINUTE NOW. 


WHY CAN'T You 
PEOPLE JUST GET 
KITTENS OR SOMETHING? 


HAVE YOU GOTTEN OUR ‘OH ILIKE TOAST. YOU COULD HAVE T THINK THE PLANS FOR 
NEW FARBER WORKING J yoy rex me, || OOD CHOICE UST SAID *NO, SiR, “BOUNCING BETTY” GOT 
YET, KEVIN? warracie's aoe ete tsi | | FOR A TEST ‘The ragser 1s STi J) scRAMBLED ACROSS THE 

py) tiie TABLE OveR THERE, | | PROJECT. ‘SMALL APPLIANCE BUFFER, 


“OKAY, BUT TALSO NEED A Te 


THEYRE INCREDISLY 
NURSERY TO KEEP THESE j] | FRAGILE, AND THE PARENTS 
EASY KREELIES SAFE AND J} | WANT ATLEAST AEW TO 


GROW UP INTO SAPIENT 
JUVENILES, 


TM SURPRISED REDIONT] ARE YOUKIDDING? [Seem a 
Pewee Sasa 
TO cer a res COT more stopping 
FOOD OR PRACTICAL Pe . 


Teot THE | You Tait our. 

FABEER TO I'LL BE STANDING 

‘CRANK OUT | WAAAY OVER HERE. 

ANOTHER (to y 
TOASTER. 


~~) 


‘QUITE SAFE IN THERE. By | PRETTY ANGRY. POES HE HAVING AN ORDERLY SHIP. 
HATE CHILDREN? 


Ns 


TDONT WANT FASHION. | WANT 


[ IN AN UNCHARTED, EXTRASTELLAR SOMETHING THAT CAN SUILD 
‘BACKWATER NOT FAR FROM 02 ‘AND MAINTAIN THE TOOLS WE 
rg USE TO KILL PEOPLE AND 


BREAK THEIR STUFF. 


WAY WE NEED IT TO, 


‘THAT. AND THERE PROGRAMMING, OR SABOTAGE, 
WILL BE NO FASHION BUT IT'S TOO DEEP FOR ME TO 


Dis our, ge 


WELL YOU VE WHATS THAT] I DON'T KNOW IF THE PROBLEM IS. TMNOCUOUS IS ABIG, DONT WORRY. THE STUFF WE 
DEFINITELY GOT SUPPOSED TO J TAUSENNIGAN OBFUSCATION, BAD SCARY WORD. BUILD IS GOING TO WORK THE 


THE RESULT IS SOME WONKY CROSS- 
‘TALK, LIKE WE SAW WITH THOSE. 
TOASTERS. I WORKED AROUND IT, 
‘THOUGH, 8Y FILLING THE LEAKING BUFFER] 
WITH INNOCUOUS INFORMATION. 


MORE THAN A FEW READERS HAVE 2% {AS ANASTOE, SOME READERS HAVE SUGGESTED 
{EEN ANXTOUS TO KNOW JUST s BR Ar A 06ceNnT SCIENCE-FICTION STORY REALLY 
OW BIG THES FARBER TS. PEAY SHOULD HAVE MORE PICTURES OF SPACESHIPS 


FINE, HERES A PICTURE OF 
THE ATHENS BEING REPAIRED. 


wn THE QUESTION HAS GONE UNANSWERED 
DUE TO THE LACK OF ESTABLISHING 


‘SHOTS UP TO THES POINT IN THE STORY. BN SHES INSIDE THE FABBER 


HOW LONG BEFORE WHAT D0 YOu MEAN I MEAN, WHAT DO YOu | [TDONT MEAN ANYTHING, JNM I MEANT THINE 
‘THE ATHENS 1S FULLY) OEFINE [J | -DeFe FULLY MEAN BY ASKING ME TO | | 1 JUST WANT TO KNOW YOU'RE BEING 
REPAIRED? FULLY TELL YOU WHAT I MEAN | WHAT YOU MEAN, SO 1 EVASIVE, THAT'S 

SY FULLYREPAIRED? 7 | KNOW HOW TO ANSWER. WHAT I MEAN, 


—=— 


PO = ‘ 
L/ 
Cub i 
EY wou two, 


show you both the) 
meaning oF ‘mean. 


YOU'RE BEING DODGY, KEVIN. [KNOW YOU, AND 
YOU'RE HIDING SOMETHING. I'VE GOT JUST ONE 
SIMPLE YES-OR-NO QUESTION FOR YOU: 
[ARE YOU GOING TO 
BE ABLE TO REPAIR 
THE ATHENS TO HER 
ORIGINAL UNS. 


O70 un unt 1 KNEW YOu) 
COULDN'T DEAL WITH 
JO THE SimPLe ANSWERS. 


THis PASBER 
WE BOUGHT 
HAS SOME 
PROBLEMS. 


TVE SEEN THE 
TOASTERS, KEVIN, 
YOU SAID THAT WAS 
AWARMLESS SIDE- 
EFFECT. 


Tris, SUT WE'VE ALSO GOT SOME_| [N{ GUT,. THE ATHENS 
‘TUNING PROBLEMS, THIS FABEER NEEDS A SIXTY- 
SHOULD BE ABLE TO BUILD A 100- METER PLANT, 
METER ANNIE-PLANT, BUT THE 

‘TOLERANCES ARE SHOT ON 

ANYTHING PAST TEN, 


"TODAY'S ENGINEERING LESSON CENTERS 
ONA SIMPLE PRINCIPLE ILIKE TO CALL 
“LEARNING TO DO WITHOUT,” 


ATHENS WILL BE wy SHE JUST WON'T ] | SHELL HAVE A SINGLE 
FULLY FUNCTIONAL J[ HAVE REDUNDANT | | PRIMARY, AND A CLUSTER 
PRIMARY ANNIE- | | OF SECONDARY PLANTS. 
HAVE A LOOK AT THIS 
MOCK-UP. 


NOTE: THIS IS ATHENS" 
PRIMARY ANNIE-PLANT. 


TTLOOKS LIKEA O-TIP 
POKING OUT OF A BLOB 
OF CAVIAR, 


THAD TO MOCE 
IT UP OUT OF 
SOMETHING, 


p ° Toney, relax. Havun's goh a 
oad design thera, Ul be 
MYEROTIERIS GONG TORE a little underpowered in 
[THE RUIN OF Us ALL. HAVE YOU gravy-toun, that's all 
SEEN WHAT HE'S DOING TO 

THe ATHENS? 


WERE UP AGAINST THE 
P'SHERL-GANNIL THEY'VE 
STILL GOT FIVE SUUTHANDI 
WORTH OF OVERKILL! HOW. 
CAN YOU BE SO CALM 
ABOUT BEING "ALITTLE 
UNDERPOWERED?" 


TF the Sixth-Lord decides to open 
Fire rather than parley, an extra 
‘gravy-gun is just on more thing 
lue'r@ not going ta be able to 
fake with us into the noxt life, 


fa YOU'RE 
Pret NOT MAKING ME 
ORM FEEL ANY BETTER 
‘ABOUT THI. 


OUR TENTACLED 
1, ABOARD THE CLOAK \|\ FRIEND IS DEAD. 


INDEPENDENT 
CONFIRMATION? 


(OF UNTRAMMELED DIGNITY, 


THE TRANSMITTER 

IN HIS SKULL WENT 

y SILENT. THE ONE IN HIS. 
WRIST INDICATED CESSATION 
OF VITALS, AND WENT SILENT 
ELEVEN MINUTES LATER. 


71 TOLD HIM THAT HELMET 
WAS WORTHLESS, BUT HE 
INSISTED ON "KEEPING UP 

‘APPEARANCES.’ IDIOT. 


THE TRAIL IS NOT COLD. > e 
WE'VE LOST NUBS, BUT 7 ae NOT YET, BUT | 
OBBA'S TAIL HAS DETERMINED 3 , WE SOON WILL, 
WHO PURCHASED THE 

ROGUE'S FOUNDRY. 


1 THINK IT IS TIME TO 
DISPATCH A PAIR OF 

THUNDERHEADS TO 

APPREHEND THEM. 


WE HAVE THEIR LOCATION? AND THE 
LOCATION OF THE FOUNDRY? 


THEN WE CANNOT SPARE THE FORCES. 
UUST THIS MORNING THE SPEAR OF 
UNCALCULABLE AGONY WAS THWARTED Jaa 
BY HITHERTO UNKNOWN ROGUE , 
VESSELS HAILING AS PTERODACTYL 
AND PERJOR/IOUS per 


> 


I'LL GRANT THE ROGUE THIS MUCH: 
HIS SHIP NAMES ARE LESS 
PRETENTIOUS THAN ARE OUR OWN. 


INDEED, THE PRETENTIOUS a 
DRIVEL YESTERDAY DISABLED 
THE SWORD OF /NDOMITABLE , 


RIGHTEQUSMESS. THES GOT A 
GOOD SENSE 

(OF THE IRONIC 

AS WELL. 


‘CAPTAIN, [THINK T 
FOUND SOMETHING 
WORTHWHILE WE 
COULD BE DOING 
WHILE ATHENS 1S 
REPAIRED. 


SEE, TWAS WONDERING ABOUT THIS HAS ALL 
‘THAT “PET” KREELY I SOUGHT, HMM... SOFT TARGET, \ | THE HALLMARKS 
$0.1 DUG AROUND A LITTLE GOOD MONEY, MORAL’ | | OF =700 GOOD 
BIT, AND THIS HIGH GROUND, AND A 

TURNED UP. PERSONAL CONNECTION, 


TO BE TRUE.” 


TUL ASSEMBLE THE 
ARMOR SQUADRON, 


THE ARMOR SQUADRON STAYS, 
HERE FOR THIS ONE, BRAD. 
WE NEED SOMEONE TO 
DEFEND OUR SHINY NEW 
FABER, YOU'RE IT. 


TKNOW, TKNOW... THIS, 
‘OPERATION WAS 
‘YOUR IDEA. 


REMEMBER, THE TRUE 

OFFICER CAN LET OTHERS 

EXECUTE WHERE HIS OWN 
PASSION LIES. 


YOu Just NOW 
MADE THAT UP. 


NO,1GOT IT OFFA 
POSTER I SAW AT 
THE POLICE 
STATION. 


TROL ADOT ETT THE SERIAL PEACENARERDOESNT | (“Gon ay onegoar, \| ROLE 37 THERE 
THAT SOU) i EITHER, BESIDES, I NEED HER FOR - \| ISNo OvERK| 
QUALIFIES AS CAPITAL TROOP TRANSPORT. | |, ANYTHING MORE ST rte ee 


WOULD BE OVERKILL FO TAKE A POCKET WARSHIP 
DEFENSE, c AND AN ENTIRE COMPANY OF 
INFANTRY TO KNOCK OVER A 


PET STORE! 


BRAD EXPLAINED IT_TO ME. 
KREELIES DON'T GROW UP To BE 
SMART UNLESS THEYRE RAISED 
BY SWART KREELY PARENTS, 


What, they can’t 
learn’ stuf 
theyre old? 


‘SORT OF, HE SAID THAT UNLESS 
THEY GET THIS SPECIAL INFECTION 
DURING THEIR SECOND GeOWTH 
‘SPURT, THEY'LL NEVER GET 
SMARTER THAN, SAY, A REALLY 
SMART DOG. 


Dogs are what 
puppies turn into 
iF you con't eat 
"em before tiney 
go all stringy. 


Tim usb saying... you 
dive me a choice 
between a kreely and 
a dog, Ill eat the 
kreely every time, 


THESE PET-SLAVERS... THEY. 
STEAL KREELY YOUNG BEFORE 
THEY GET THEIR MAKE-NE- 
‘SMART MICROBE, AND THEY 
RAISE THEM AS BREEDERS, 


THEN THEY SELL CLUTCH 
AFTER CLUTCH OF KREELY 
YOUNG AS PETS 08 AS 
DELICACIES, 


THE SMART, 
CIVILIZED KREELIES 

WANT THIS TO STOP, 

AND WILL PAY FOR THE 
RETURN OF THE BREEDERS 
AND THEIR YOUNG, 


‘50 IT'S MORAL HIGH 
GROUND. WE'RE THE GOOD 
GUYS, EVEN THOUGH WERE 
GOING TO BE TOTALLY 
TEARING UP ON SOFTY 
CIVILIANS. 


Are we 3til Pre 
good guys i 
accidentally eat 

a couple of those 
bbaby kreelies in the 
heat of battle? 


YOUR SPECIAL FORCES 
‘SQUAD DOES NOT NEED & 
LIEUTENANT. IT NEEDS 
THE REVEREND, 


'SCHLOCK, YOUR TEAM Is INSERTED FIRST. WHAT ABOUT DA REST] [ Mrmmn., Kobens_|| CONSIDER YOURSELF 
SURVEY THE FIELD OF OPERATIONS, PINPOINT O' 0A PeTs2 You ” 4 Collateral damage || UNDER ORDERS TO 
‘THE KREELIES, AND FIND WHOEVER DOES Know, puppies AN’ J|| now comes in a NOT ENGAGE IN 


THEIR PURCHASING. kiTTeNse varieby of GRATUITOUS 
Seed KITTEN-EATING. 


If Tie KREELIES HAVE TO COME OUT ALIVE 
‘OR WE DON'T GT PAID. THE BUYER HAS TO 
SURVIVE FOR INTERROGATION $0 WE CAN NAIL HIS 
SOURCE, AND GET PAID AGAIN. OTHER THAN THAT, 
TRY TO KEEP COLLATERAL DAMAGE TO A MINIMUM, 


As a matter oF Fach, OH, VERY POPULAR, 
am, I'm looking For VERY EXOTIC, TOO. 
kreelies, HOW MANY DO 

YOU WANT? 


HI, WELCOME TO KITTEN, 
KPOODLE. ARE YOU LOOKING 
FOR SOMETHING SPECIAL? 


Tee nob a be YOU AND YOUR FRIENDS ARE GONG 
ail your Kreelies, and | TO HAVE TO TAKE YOUR TOYS AND 
heed Co know where | YOUR LITTLE SCAVENGER HUNT 
can get more. én bulk, GAME SOMEPLACE ELSE, | 

BECAUSE (NOT | 


ToT Al He |g Dont even show YOU CANT EAT THOSE, | | THEN AGAIN, YOURE THE Dp) ( OUR PET-shOp 
KREELIES, SARGE. THEY'RE NOT BRED FOR | | ONES WITH THE GUNS, SO BOY LEARNS 
THEY LOOK OKAY.JTFN see in that box is CONSUMPTION. WHO AM ITO TELL YOU. FAST, SARGE, 


‘enack Food. 


WHAT NOT TO EAT? 


We only need two THATS EASY. 
more things From L{THERE’S NOTHING IN 
you. First, we need MY COMPUTERS 
£0 know who you {WORTH ME DYING 
buy kreelies From. 


Good. The fast thing we'll [— WHAT KND OF A 
need is a guarantee that | GUARANTEE? YOU 
youll Keep quiet about DONT HAVE TO KILL 
Chis. We clon’t want your {| ME OR ANYTHING, 
supplier running away Bo Your 
beFore we aet there. 


TDONT SUPPOSE YOUD SETTLE FOR 
AN AMENDED "EXTENDED PET 
SERVICE” CONTRACT? 


T's one thing bo braFFic 
in sapiené pets. It’s 
another thing to keep 
animals cooped up with 
their own crap. Ie 
stinks in here. 


POOPED MY 
PANTS WHEN THAT 
(GUN WENT OFF. 


On Wel | 
guess that’s 
alright then. 


NOT JF WERE 
TAKIN" IM WITH 


‘ONE PROPRIETOR, PACKAGED 
[AND READY FOR TRAVEL, 


Nice work, With 
the duct tape the 
smell oF what he 
did to his pants 
isn’t halF so back. 


THAT'S ‘CAUSE | rosseo [Thope your 
HIS PANTS IN ONE OF | species is 
THE PENS AND HOSED | hairless, 

HIM OFF BEFORE 
TAPING HIM UP. 


T HOPE THE PUPPIES 
ARE CURRENT ON 
THEIR SHOTS, 


TOONT 

‘URBAN MILITARY OPERA TIONS REQUIRE ‘CIVILTAN RENTAL veutales work ||| [ you may cHoose To Wf THINK WE'RE 
A SPECIAL KIND OF CAMOUFLAGE. i WELL FOR THES, IF YOU CAN PAY TAKE ADDITIONAL |) GONNA GET 
CASH TO PREVENT BEING TRACED. MEASURES, THOUGH, |OUR Lepr 


THE GOAL IS TO NOT LOOK LIKE 
SOLDIERS, AND THAT MEANS NOT 
USING MILITARY TRANSPORT TO 
AND FROM SOFT TARGETS. 


TAGON, TKNOW IT'S ‘CONSIDER: YOU SHOT UP APET STORE, J] [ WHY DIDN'T YOU JUST BUY | | YOURE RIGHT. JJ TM GOING TO GO ASK 
NOT MY PLACE TO Say, JJ] | STOLE SOME KREELIES, KIDNAPPED THE PB ALL THE KREELIES, AND THEN PRIVATE IIKI IF SHE 
BUT HAS IT OCCURRED |] | PROPRIETOR, AND DESTROYED YOUR ‘ASK THE NICE PROPRIETOR 

TO YOU THAT THERE RENTAL VEHICLE. WHERE YOU COULD BUY _ KREELIES FROM THEIR 
MIGHT HAVE BEEN A SOME MORE? INCOMPETENT 
BETTER WAY TO ‘CUSTODIAN. 
‘ACCOMPLISH YOUR g 
LITTLE MISSION? 


‘ONLY THREE SHOTS WERE. 
FIRED, AND NOBODY WAS 
HURT. WE DIDN'T EVEN NEED 
TO INSERT THE SECOND TEAM. 


‘ABOARD THE MERCENARY [pes 
WARSHIP SERIAL PEACEMAKER 


we 


= 


@) 
Wal 


there's a Kitten 
crating out of your 
‘gear, Pronto. 

Did you accidental 
Ming meibock 
snack From the 
peb-shop? 


=| [IPS NOT FOR EATING. 
IM GOING TO RAISE IT. 


‘00H, LETS 
HAVE A 
NAMING 

CONTEST! 


IT’S MY KITTEN, AND I'VE. 
ALREADY NAMED HIM 
NORWEST. 


(CATS ARE LONE HUNTERS, Excepe For the TRKIODNG, a ‘OKAY, WITH YOUR PAW RIGHT 
THEY'VE GOT GREAT NATURAL ]} part Where they've) === (@)) oF course. ! 7 IN THERE, FOCUS ON THE 
EYESIGHT, AND AN INNATE got no Fingers. a7, ] TARGET, AND PAY ATTENTION 


PATIENCE Tar ALLOWS Th roveue eee 
EAT WANT UNTTe rf S 
© 


RIGHT MOMENT TO STRIKE. 


THEYRE PERFECT 
AS CANDIDATES FoR 
SNIPER TRAINING. 


'BREYA MADE AN INTERESTING COMMENT. WERE ON OUR WAY TO THAT 
RATHER THAN SHOOTING UP THE PET STORE MLL SUPPLIER NOW. THE BOUNTY 
AND ABDUCTING THE PROPRIETOR, SHE SAID gry iS HIGH ENOUGH THAT WE 
WE COULD HAVE JUST SOUGHT ALL THE ‘CAN TURN A PROFIT JUST &Y 
KREELIES AND THEN ASKED POLITELY FOR MM | PURCHASING THE SLAVE 

‘THE ADDRESS OF THE SUPPLIER, KREELY STOCK, 


'SREYA'S PLAN COULD 
‘WORK HERE, TOO. DO WE 
‘GO LEGIT ON THIS RUN? 


‘ORDO WE GO WITH THE EXISTING 
LAN AND SHOOT THE PLACE UP, 
STEAL THEIR STOCK, THEN 

RUN LIKE THIEVES, 


WELCOME TO THORBIS, A 
PLANETARY SYSTEM THAT 
BOASTS 40,000 YEARS OF 
CIVILIZATION. 


THE LARGEST BODY IN THIS SYSTEM (EXCLUDING 
THE ONE THAT'S BEEN ON FIRE FOR THE LAST 5 
BILLION YEARS) IS THE GAS GIANT PHROMNOEA, 


‘PHROMNOEA'S SIXTH MOON, THE ICY 


WORLD CALLED BLINTJUN-LAPE, WAS 
LONG AGO MODIFIED TO SUPPORT LIFE. 


ITS AN AWFULLY COLD PLACE. 600 YEARS AGO 
A VISITOR FROM EARTH DESCRIBED IT AS 
“LIKE HAVING A WHOLE PLANET OF CANADA,” 


‘BEYOND THE FACT THAT WINTER 
(CLOTHING NEVER GOES ON SALE. 
AND THE CURRENCY IS WEAK, THE 
RESEMBLENCE IS SUPERFICIAL. 


‘OUR TARGET IS HERE, ON 
BLINTJUN-LAPL. THE NEAREST 
PROPER CITY IS 720 
KILOMETERS AWAY. 


T’vo got UDA 
units assembling 
hi-res images 

captain. 


So Far i looks like one 
of those places where the 
people have too many 
words For snow, and no 
word For deciduous 
Foliage. 


LIEUTENANT, SCHLOGE'S, 
SQUAD BETTER HAVE THEIR 
HELMETS UP AND HEATERS 
ONAT ALL TIMES. 


bits go all 
fttle. 


KEVIN, INEED YOU TO FAB NEVER MIND, WE CAN EXECUTE 
‘SOME COLD-WEATHER GEAR JMNM | JUST FINE WITHOUT HIM. 
FOR SERGEANT SCHLOCK, 
TLL TAKE A 
‘COUPLE OF 


HIS ANATOMY 
POSES SOME 
FASCINATING. 
CHALLENGES 


YOUR CALL, I CAN ALWAYS 
WORK ON IT AGAINST THE 
NEXT TIME YOU HAVE TO. 
RUN AN OP IN THE SNOW. 


WE JOKE ABOUT HOW 
‘THAT SHADE OF GREEN 


ust Fine 
MAKES YOU LOOK FAT, 


without: me.’ 


How do you talk 
about me when I'm 
‘not listening? 


FOR DESIGN. 


WHILE I'VE GOT You, DID You KNOW 
‘THAT OUR FARBER USED TO BELONG TO 
ASHIP ALOT LIKE THE POST-DATED pd 


LET'S NOT GET SENTIMENTAL. 
‘THERE WERE NO PIECES OF 

*PETEY" ANYWHERE NEAR THAT 
LARGE AFTER HE SELF-DESTRUCTED. 


OW, I THINK IT's OKAY TO. 
GET SENTIMENTAL, 


% 


= Ch. 


THIS IS A PIECE OF THE 
SCEPTRE OF UNRELENTING 
PAIN... ONE OF THE SHIPS 
THAT TRIED TO RECLAIM 
PETEY, IF MEMORY SERVES, 


TET'S SLAP A DRIVE UNIT ONTT, PUT 
IN SOME CREW QUARTERS, AND 
CCHRISTEN TT THE *SCRAPYARD OF 
INSUFFERABLE ARROGANCE.” 


MAKING FUN OF O8°ENN 
‘SHIP NAMES 1S LIKE 
‘SHOOTING FISH IN THE BARREL 
‘OF CIRCULAR SWIMMING, 


“Awriahe, pue the kibeen 
down. [need your 
mechanical skis. 


Tomorrow 3 OBOO 

we're cross ‘UGH, NO. 
OF snowfele, ancl | 

con't want bits o! 

me Freezin’ off, 


‘SCRAP SHOP'S GOT SOME 
HEAT COILS, AN’ I CAN 
STRIP DOWN A LASGUN FOR 
POWER... BUT WE REALLY 
NEED TO KEEP YOUR, UM... 
CONTACT PATCH OFF 

OF THE ICE, 


(0615 THENEXT DAY. 


‘OUR FAVORITE SQUAD OF MERCENARIES IS 
CROSSING 25 KILOMETERS OF SNOWFIELD. 


THEIR CAPTAIN WATTS WITH THE REST OF THE COMPANY 
JUST OVER THE HORIZON", A POCKET WARSHIP KNOWN AS 
THE SERIAL PEACEMAKER AND THO PLATOONS OF "SMASH 
AND GRAB" AT THE READY AND HUNGRY FOR ACTION. 


(CNOTE: PICTURE 
ESNOT TO SCALE) 


MEANWHILE, ENOUGH THOUSANDS OF LIGHT-YEARS AWAY THAT REAL- SPACE CAUSALITY YIELDS 
THE WORD “MEANWHILE” IRRELEVANT THETR FABBER AND THEIR UNS. FRIENDS SIT PEACEFULLY 
INA BUBBLE OF TERAPORT-INTERDICTED SPACE JUST OVER FIFTEEN LIGHT-MINUTES ACROSS. 


THAT DISTANCE S STENIFICANT. OBSERVERS THAT FAR AWAY WILL 
BE UNABLE TO Ré THE FABBER, THE DESTROYER ATHENS, ANE 
THE FRIGATE SARASOTA WITHOUT RESORTING TO ACTIVE 


SE Ae cane ree 
lpg M WOULD BE ALL But 


YOUVE HAD A 
‘STROKE OF 
tuck, THEN 


Tuck 1S FOR AMATEURS. 
THIS WAS THE INEVITABLE 
RESULT OF A PROPERLY 

EXECUTED SEARCH 


ITS NOTA GOOD APPROACH WHEN 
THEY ARE SMART ENOUGH TOLOOK 
FOR WHERE SOMETHING COULD BE. 


Tou should have a Uou sound [IF wou dont | Plohe. By the way, can 
visual on soma adult concarnad, | nau what ta | o¥, satelites tell tre eat 
hreolies now. say, you can | afference bebwes 3 

kreelies with guns? 


say you're 
“nonplussed.” 


zi 


Ti there. Can oh | CEE, I WAS WONDERING | | 2ub Fertilizer doesnt J | Wel, NEE IF 
you point: ee WHAT POACHERS WOULD | | Calk, ancl probably YOULET IT SIT 
BEPONE WTHAsLED || doesn't mind having ) ( roNe ENOUGH... 


gun someplace. 
Besides at us.2 


poachers. We're out ‘ONE-EIGHTY, ANE (OF ioiors. 
brachicing For a Ha Ja ware coon: Brant cane 


No need For he gun, i WELL, OKAY, BUT YOU WAILE WERE ON 
Rao 7 ay eo Cae 


ee 


SERGEANT, WHAT [= Tm Just | [GREAT. NEXT TINE SOMEBODY TRIES TO 

ARE YOU TRYING (making the | | GET PAST THIS BOZO, THEYRE GONG 

TOAGCONPLISH? J ealany a} |TOFAVETOKLLHN. Jaye al 
‘smarter. galaxy a little 


bit smarter. 


Anutime you surprise 
somebody suspicious on 
‘your turf, and they ask you 


to please point the gun the 
way the bes thing 
‘to do is just shoot ‘em. 


ee ae eee | Pee) | Eee ae 
Donne be neuen |) 2b now nay wasnes | SHE Us CROTY SHLNG, THEATY VE, 
Dein eed 

eS ieee 


YOU TO ANYTHING YET. ae 


POACHERS) EVERYBODY z OKAY, YOU WERE RIGHT, 
GET OUT HERE! pp i BUT M NOT SURE THESE 


KREELIES ARE REALLY 


CAPTAIN, WEVE TAKEN 
THE CENTER OF THE 
‘COMPOUND. 


ON eee] 
eee] 1: 


ong) 

OF THE SLAVERS 
PPRESTRAINED. PRONTO 
IRAN OUT OF DUCT TAPE, 

BUT FOUND MORE ON 

SITE. IVE NEVER SEEN 


my HIN SO HAPPY. 


LEGS COMMANDEERED THEI® SURVEILLANCE SYSTEMS, SO WE 
PRETTY MUCH OWN THE PLACE. WE'VE SPOTTED THIRTEEN 
‘MORE HOSTILES WALKING THE PERIMETER, BUT THEYRE 
UNSUPPORTED AND LIGHTLY ARMED. 


MEANWHILE, ELSEWHERE 


THE ARRAY OF PROBES: 
CONFIRMED HY 
‘SUSPICIONS. THE 
FOUNDRY IS THERE, 
AT THE CENTER. 


THERE 15 A DAMAGED UNS, 
DESTROYER IN IT. THE TANKS 
GUARDING IT ARE SUPPORTED 
‘ONLY BY A DAMAGED FRIGATE. 


q 


6 


0000] 


OOD, WORK, MAJOR. TUL DISPATCH 
‘4A PAIR OF THUNDERHEADS, WE'LL 
PLOW INTO THE MIDDLE ANB ROLL 
sya THIS WHOLE THING UP. 


‘CORPORAL T'BEKT, 
CORPORAL T'SEKL NIT OH, AND YOU HUMANS 
YOUR OWN PEOPLE. paves oa 
KREELIES TRADING YOUR OWN KIND? 
IN KREELIES, 


Sack ser SEEN TOBE THE OEsT 
CURE FOR BEING: 
BARBARIANS. 


SOHOWD 


TROUT, LPICKED 10 
FOR SURRENDER, AND 


ENNESEY, RUN THE MATH FOR The pre-juvies fako i] | [vEANT “ARE We cerrine 
SEE REL HAVE Regu eld they! all FiF in the 
“JUVIES, WELL HAVE ABOUT 650 uth the racks, )| (haul alt Hin 
EASSENEEES the hatchlings | Company. moss. 
will all Fit in 
stowage aft. 


ll! Uo D\ya( what, I'm a cash 
That loaves the main ragister now? 


hold Free For the That's not ‘math,’ 
adults. T think wo that’s ‘manial 
can got them all in, multiplication.’ 


"THE BONUS SCHEDULE IN 
(OUR CONTRACT IS PRETTY 
LEAR, ELF. WE'RE TO 
CAPTURE SLAVERS IF 
POSSIBLE, AND DESTROY 
‘THE SLAVE COMPOUND. 


TKNOW, TKNOW... PRONTO 
WANTS TO BREAK OUT HIS 
DEMO GEAR, BUT IT'S CHEAPER 
FOR US TO JUST USE ENERGY 
WEAPONS TO SLAG THE PLACE. 


NOW, SINCE WE'RE GOING, 
TO BE SLAGGING 


TTANYWAY. 


TAWRIGHT! RULE 
NUMBER ONE! 


TRRLAGE, THEN] Tear in, boys! (OOH! SHny 
And remember, 
shiny stuFF First/ 


“SERGEANT, IVE 1s that lke a place JNM Les StAer 
GOT A MORAL. Where you dig up AGAIN, 
QUANDARY, A‘ . 


WHEN WE LORED THOSE TMOVED ALL THEIR LIQUID 
GUYS OUT HERE, ONE OF HOLDINGS INTO MY OWN 

"EM WAS LOGGED IN AT. PERSONAL ACCOUNT. IT'S THE 
THEIR BANK. ONLY PLACE | HAD ACCESS TO. 


HIS SESSION HADN'T TIMED. 
OUT, AND HIS PASSCODE 
WAS TAPED TO THE 
SCREEN. OPPORTUNITY 
KNOCKED, AND | ANSWERED. 


TTS ENOUGH MONEY FoR ME | [How much fs © 
‘spread out over, 


ay, Just you 


TO RETIRE, BUT SPREAD 
OUT OVER EVERYBODY IN 
THE COMPANY IT'S ONLY 
ABOUT TWO WEEKS’ PAY. 


SEE? MORAL 
‘QUANDARY. 


WHERED 
(CAPTAIN TAGON'S COMPANY OF MERCENARIES I PRONTO GET 
FINISHES THEDR PLUNDERING OF THE KREELY fy OFF TO? 


TOLD HIM 

SLAVE CAMP. THE HAUL IS A 600D ONE. acts 
WON'T FIT IN 
THE HOLD. 


a= 


TAST SAW HE WAS 
CARRYING AN ARMFUL, 
OF THOSE EMERGENCY 
TIE-DOWNS. 


THIS IS THE SORT OF THING 
YOU'RE SUPPOSED TO ASK 
ABOUT, SOLDIER. 


FIGURED I'D DO 
BETTER IF | BEGGED 
YOUR FORGIVENESS: 
LATER, SIR. 


0, BUT THE CAPTAINS 
TALKING ABOUT MAKING A 

SNOT IF WE HAVE TO TIE Tr 
TO THE ROOF" RULE. WAY 

00 YOU ASK? 


Well, suppose somebocly 
Found something really 
Valuable, and they were the 
only ones who coud really 
get at it. Like ‘cause o' 
Special skills or something. 


|e THE COMPANY HADNT 
‘PROVIDED SUPPORT, NOBODY 
WOULD HAVE HAD A SHOT 
AAT THE PLUNDER AT ALL. 


‘NOW, YOU WANNA TELL ME | | Cegs managed Co ‘She wants Co ] AND TO THINK, | GOT INTO THIS 
WHAT'S SO VALUABLE stain the savers do the right ( BUSINESS SO 1 WOULDN'T HAVE 
Fo ne OM Np To WORRY ABOUT RORALITY 
also wants to 
V j~ tbe really rich, : 


“MANY SUCCESSFUL MERCENARY 
OPERATIONS REQUIRE SWIFT 
DEPARTURE FROM THE THEATER 
(OF OPERATIONS. 


‘PLANETARY AND SYSTEM GOVERNMENTS 
TEND TO BE BETTER ARMED THAN SMALL 
MERCENARY COMPANIES. 


BRE WE. 
CLEAR YET? 


Ts all over except 
For tha yolling. Th 
military is taking issue 
with us using the main 


guns back there. 
SES 
DISLIKE COMPETITION. 


THE SERIAL PEACEMAKER, WITH HER CARGO. SiR, THE FLOOR WW MEANWHILE, THE SCIMITAR OF IRREPARABLE DAMAGE AND THE 


OF RESCUED KREELIES, TERAPORTS INTO THE hegre tats STAFF OF UNYIELDING ORDER TERAPORT TO LOCATIONS ROUGHLY 
NEEDS MOPPING, 


ABSNTE SYSTEM. IT'S AN UNEVENTFUL TRIP, 20 LIGHT-MINUTES FROM THE ATHENS AND HER ESCORTS. 


THEIR TRANSIT IS ALSO UNEVENTFUL, THE MESS THEY ARE 
PREPARED TO MAKE, HOWEVER, IS ANYTHING BUT REGULAR 


MISSION ACCOMPLISHED. 
ITS TIME TO GET PAID, 


EXCELLENT WORK, CAPTAIN, 


DS DERE, YOUR 
PAY HAG BEEN 
TRANSFERRED 

DIRECTLY INTO 
YOUR BCCOUNT. 


‘OUT OF CURIOSITY, WHAT'S GOING 
‘TO HAPPEN TO ALL THESE NON- 
SENTIENT KREELIES WE RETURNED 


OM, ISNT THAT 
WHAT WE JUST 
RESCUED THEM 


“THE USUAL, THEY UL SERVE 
AS BREEDERS, OR AS NEAT 
ANUMALS, AND THER YOUNG 


WHO SAIP ANYTHING ABOUT 
RESCUE? YOU'RE JUST 
HELPING US MAINTAIN OUR 
‘MONOPOLY. 

DELICACIES. 


Cr | PSL NEON ere Foutalasn eal oan Cea 


Kosei feria | MM RARLOR HON Yau en vs ie tiny | owe tesscenremor To 
TIMES WHAT THEIR BUSINESS < TO MINPRIP THEM AND 
WAS WORTH? DRAIN THEIR ACCOUNTS. 


Si, cancel tre Ceas gor Tacky wie 
leave, and hee We were loot 

body on Ene SERGEANT? || She'‘crained their 
ship. We need to ‘accounts into her 
get out of here. 


If the Kreel 

Minister Finds owe, he 
righ get kinda mad, 
Bee elle 


WHEN EXACTLY WERE YOU 
PLANNING ON TELLING ME 
ABOUT THIS PLUNDER OF 
YOURS, SERGEANT? 


THANKS TO LEGS HERE OUR] [NOW, BEFORE YOU RIP HER IN 
LEAVE ON ABSN'TE PRIME HAS | | HALF, YOU SHOULD KNOW THAT 
BEEN CANCELLED, AND WE'RE. |] THANKS TO HER, YOU'LL ALL BE 
‘ON OUR WAY OUT OF THE 

SYSTEM AT TOP SPEED. 


‘SHE JUST NEEDS TO 
FINISH TRANSFERRING 
THOSE FUNDS TO 


‘YOU WERE VERY 
CONVINCING, SiR 


MAKE WITH THE 
BANKING, BEFORE I 
‘CALL FOR A GAME 
OF *WISH-BONE." 


THE MERCENARY WARSHIP SERIAL PEACEMAKER CLEARS THE 
TERAPORT-INTERDICTED SPACE OF ABSN'TE. OUR HEROES ARE 
HEADED BACK, OR ATLEAST THAT'S WHAT THEY THINK. 


Sir, I'm not gatting 
teraport clearance 
From fifhens, 


"WHEN WAS OUR LAST 
CONTACT WITH 
THEME 


TF THERE'S A PROBLEM, THEY WOULD 
HAVE CALLED... EVEN JUST A QUICK 
BURST TO SAY “TROUBLE. 


= 
3 MA I'm barely gotting 


@{ hypernode touch, and what 
T da get is intermittent. T 
bolieve they're being 
Jammed, and that means 
thoy'ra_undar attack. 


T sent thom a 
‘status updata whan 
wo got paid, about 
fwo hours ago. 


ERE ahead of | Teraprobes show interdiction in The other halk is going two 
ou. The Uery| an 18-minute sphere, I'm taking) | hours and sixteen minutos 


Dangerous Array | half the UDA right to the edge f | out... that’s the amount of 
is boing doplayed [ta rosolve the canter. Jomynaifs W\ time since our last contact. 


WHAT ABOUT. 


everything that happend yé 

THAT'S STILL TOO MUCH 
since then. We use the DELAY, ANYTHING WE LEARN 
close array to see the EA wit come 106 tate FoR 
hing-minutes-recent past. US TO DO ANY GOOD. 


T dont think you ger if, si] The best I can [00H DID We Ger ) 


TICKETS TO 


, baie : 
I's aleady too Jato For us| gat us is soma | TICKETS TO, 


to do any good. Uo'ro out g soats up in the 
of the ring For this Fight. f#\nosebleed section, 


‘SORRY, TO INTERRUPT THE \ TM GLAD YOU GOT HERE 
SECRET PARTY PLANS. HOW) IN TIME TO CONTRIBUTE 


COME WE HAVEN'T PORTED J SOMETHING USEFUL, 
LIEUTENANT 
COMMANDER. 


BACK YET? 


FOR ANIDEA OF SCALE, THIS FIRST PANEL [i sig. 
REPRESENTS THE RELATIVE WIDTH OF THE THE SERIAL PEACEMAKER ISNT EVEN 


IS-LIGHT-MINUTE SPHERE OF TERAPORT BA IN THE PICTURE IT'S LIGHT-YEARS 
INTERDICTION. : ss AWAY, RELATIVELY SAFE AND SOUND 


THES LAST PANEL REPRESENTS THE RELATIVE 
THE SECOND PANEL REPRESENTS. THE RELATIVE DISTANCE TO THE ARTISTIC DIFFICULTY IN RENDERING THIS 
VERY DANGEROUS ARRAY ELEMENTS TWO HOURS AND 16 LIGHT- STRIP COMPARED TO A REGULAR STRIP. 
B MINUTES DISTANT FROM THE CENTER OF THE FIRST PANEL. 


WHAT DO YOU SEE 
‘ON THE NINE 
MINUTE ARRAY? 


Woll... good 
ows and 
bad naws. 


Gad news First: I make out an 
expanding cloud of dabris, and, 
fwo Db'enn Thunderhead 
Superfortresses running only 
their secondary annies For 
shielding, 


That would mean their 
external threat assessment 
tow, which in turn means that 
Athens must already be gone. 


WE'RE TOO LATE, 
THEY'RE ALL 


WHAT'S THE 
OOD NEWS? 


YOUR SICK SENSE OF 
HUMOR WENT DOWN, 
WITH THE BAD NEWS, 


Captain, that expanding 
cloud of debris... there 
seem to be three points 


YEAH, THE ATHENS, 
THE SARASOTA, AND 
“THE SCRAPYARD. 


Nope. Wrong spectra. Ib Provisionally, I agrao. 
looks more like the Regardless, we've got 
Scrapyard, and a pair another player in this 
Of breached annie game. 

plants. Big ones. 


NOT FROM THAT 
PAIR OF THUNDERHEADS. 
THEY'RE STILL FUNCTIONING. 


TD YELL “BATTLE- STATIONS: BUT WERE 
2500 LIGHT-YEARS AWAY, AND 
WATCHING THROUGH A 

NINE-MINOTE DELAY. 


Hay, iF you 
want ma fo 
change the 
channel, just 
‘say 50. 


The action is 
beginning on. 
the 136- 
minute 

array 


Horrendous red-shift on 
our pair of thunderheads, 
inbound at point-seven 
lights, Full shields. I doubt 
Athens got much warning. 


‘OUR STORY WILL NOW PROCEED FROM A 
POINT ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-SIX 
MINUTES AGO, IN SHORT, RATHER THAN 
TELL YOU WHAT'S CURRENTLY 6OINS ON, 
WELL TELL YOU WHAT'S HAPPENED. THES 
WAY YOU CAN CATCH UP AND ITLL ALL 
MAKE SENSE. 


AAAARGH? 1 HATE 11 WHEN, 
SCHLOCK MERCENARY 
DOES THIS! (15 BETTER THAN 


“DEAD PIRO DAY" OR 
*SHIRT-GUY TOM 


Fdmiral, we've got) __| [ Negative. Looks like a pair | [AF this range... No. |[ WHAT? JAM OUR HYPERNET 
incoming! (ay you aN THe] | OF Ob'enn superfortresses || I'm sure they could |] STARTED TO} (ops genni ONs | 


DEAL WITH IT? already startad ‘SHOPPING TODAY. 


hssssshhhh--— 


Coa 


FANE seUARON | | Making about point-savan f|| disrupt. They've -10 DO ANY ONLINE 
to { 


WERE ON OUR OWN, SIS. YOU, ME, AND 
{A SHORT COMPANY OF UNS MARINES 
AGAINST TWO OF THE MOST FEARSOME 
WARSHIPS IN THE GALAXY, 


DON'T WRITE HABAN OUT OF THIS 

FIGHT YET, KEV. HE'S HALF ALL. YOU 

KNOW. HE CAN WORK MIRACLES WITH 
‘THAT TANK SQUADRON, 


TPRE'S HALF THE AL THINK HETS, 
YOUR HUSBAND ALREADY PULSED AN 
‘ORDER TO THE TANKS, AND THEY'RE 
SCATTERING IN NINE DIFFERENT 
DIRECTIONS. 


‘OUR LOVE IS DEEPER 
THAN THAT. WE'D DIE 
FOR EACH OTHER. 


SURE. BUT HOW 
‘ABOUT DYING 
FOR NOTHING? 


"YOU HAVE NO ROMANCE AT ALL 
THAT'S WHY YOU'RE NOT. 


MARRIED YET. 


DID YOU HEAR THAT? 
TT SOUNDED LIKE 
DENIAL, 


"ONE OF THOSE 
‘ABOARD THE PARTIALLY REBUILT ‘THUNDERHEADS IS 
UNS DESTROYER ATHENS. PEELING OFF TO PURSUE 

THE SARASOTA, ARE YOU 


READY 10 RESCUE YOUR 
Se  HUSEANOF 
-? it 
RES 


"THERE ARE REALLY ONLY TWO 
PRIZES HERE WORTH HAVING, 
(ONES THE SCRAPYARD, WHICH 
WE'RE CURRENTLY PARKED 
INSIDE. THE OTHER IS US, 


[AS LONG AS WE SIT RIGHT HERE, A 
SINGLE THUNDERHEAD CAN CAPTURE 
BOTH OF US, FREEING THE OTHER 
SUPERFORTRESS UP FOR TARGETS OF 
‘OPPORTUNITY, LIKE THE SARASOTA 


SO YOURE SAYING IF WE RUN, 
‘THAT OTHER THUNDERHEAD 
WILL COME BACK AFTER US. 


ESPECIALLY IF WE 
FIRE A FEW GREACHERS AT 

THE SCRAPYARD ONCE WE'RE 
‘GOOD AND CLEAR, ONE SHIP HAS 
TO RUN US DOWN, WHILE THE 
OTHER ONE PLAYS DEFENSE. 


Doyouw 
STICK, OR 
SHOTGUN, 


As IF YOU 
HONESTLY 
PLAN TO LET 
ME DRIVE, 


YOU DON'T NEED TO 
WASTE THAT ON ME, SIS. 


KEVIN, YOU DO KNOW "AND YOU'RE STILL PLANNING TO)] [SET EMTO “LAMPREY” MODE Jl [ WHEN SAID -FIRING 
‘THAT 1 STILL HAVE AN. FIRE A GREACHER MISSILE AT AND THEYLL JUST TRY TO EIGHT" I MEANT 1 WAS 
ENGINEERING TEAM ‘THEM IN THE HOPE THAT IT'LL Yul | ATTACH, RATHER THAN. FIRING THEM, LIKE, 
ABOARD THE FORCE THE TAUSENNIGANS TO Ji] | DETONATING, RIGHT THEN, 
SCRAPYARD, INTERVENE? porary, re 


FIRING EIGHT. 


T PROBABLY 
YUP. AND MY SHOULD 
HAVE LET 


FRIEND THURL 


18 WITH THEM, YOU DRIVE. 


EVEREODY BACK INTO THE] —_] 


ABOARD THE SCRAPYARD OF || | LONGEOAT! HOW! 
INSUFFERABLE ARROGANCE 


WHOA! ATHENS JUST 
TORE OUT OF HERE 
LIKE THERE'S NO 


TF ATHENSLEFT LIKE THERE'S 
NO TOMORROW, THEN THERE 
PROBABLY WON'T BEONE. AT 
LEAST NOT FOR ANYBODY 
HANGING AROUND HERE, 


$0 WHEN THAT LITTLE VOICE IN 
YOUR HEAD SAYS "RUN AWAY," YOU 
JUST RUN WITHOUT ASKING 
QUESTIONS? 


DO YOU EVEN 
‘SEE THESE GREY 
HAIRS, KID? 


ATTENTION, UNS VESSEL) 
CEASE FIRING, LOWER. 
YOUR SHIELDS, AND 
SUBMIT TO BOARDING! 


VAM THE STAFF OF 
UNELDING ORDER, 
AND | WAS BUILT FoR 
THE EXPRESS PURPOSE, 
OF "MAKING YOU! 


FINE, LET'S SEE WHAT 
YOU'VE GOT. BUT YOURE 
GOING TO HAVE TO CHOOSE 
BETWEEN ME AND THAT 
FRIGATE. 


YOU ARE IN NO POSITION Gam] 
TO DICTATE TERMS. we can Discuss 


POSITIONS OVER DINNER, 
‘CUDDLES. NOW MAKE UP 
YOUR SHINY, METAL MIND. 


THAT MOUTH? 


ERY 00 you taux 
O% TOMOM WITH 


WAHITT WORKEDI YOUR NEW 
BOYFRIEND STAFF OF 
UNYIELDING ORDER 1S 
COMING AFTER 

Us NOW! 


YUP: LITTLE OL ATHENS HOOKED 
‘A CUBIC KILOMETER OF DEATH 
INCARNATE, AND WE'RE REELING IT 


TDONT 
NOW THAT I THINK gs SUPPOSE OUR 
ABOUT IT, FISHING LICENSE 
‘ALLOWS FOR 

“CATCH AND 


WHAT ABOUT THAT OTHER, 
SUPERFORTRESS? IS IT 
HOLDING FAST ON THE 
SCRAPYARD? 


5 FIRED ANOTHER THIRTY JUST 
2 FOR GRINS. I SET ‘EM ALL TO 
YUP. AND IT SWATTED 5 RANDOM-WALK THIS TIME, SO 
THOSE EIGHT MISSILES HE'LL HAVE TO SIT PRETTY 
“JUST FINE. : ‘CLOSE TO BE SURE HE 
GETS ‘EM ALL, 


‘OH, GOOD. OUR FRIENDS: 
WILL LIVE FOR AT LEAST 
ANOTHER FEW MINUTES. 


‘OH, TKNOW THAT LOOK, 
THAT'S THE "I CAN'T SAY 
ANYTHING NICE RIGHT 
NOW" LOOK. 


GUNS VESSEL, | HAVE CLOSED 
TO A ANGE’ AT WHICH | CAN 
DISABLE YOU, BUT BY SO 
DOING, THERE IS A CHANCE 
YOU MAY BE DESTROYED. 
STAND DOWN. 


TVE GOT A QUESTION FOR YOU, 
METALHEAD: DO YOU THINK TM 
WILLING TO SACRIFICE MYSELF IN 
‘ORDER TO GIVE MY FRIENDS 
ASOARD THAT FRIGATE A FEW 
MORE MOMENTS TO RUN? 


THAVE CUT SPEED, THE] | YOU'VE GOT ADEAL [BPP 1 THINK YOULL 
FRIGATE MAY GO Free, IF L| AND You've Just. 

YOU AGREE TO COME 

WILLINGLY WITH US, AND 

CEASE YOUR EFFORTS 

TO DESTROY THE 

STOLEN FOUNDRY. 


NOW MIGHT BE A 

‘GOOD TIME TO TELL 
YOUR NEW BOYFRIEND 
YOU'RE NOT A VIRGIN. 


KEVIN, IM GETTING TALL SAID WAS “THIS 
REALLY, REALLY TIRED 1S GOING SMOOTHLY” 
(OF THE SEXUAL 

INNUENDO. 


ABOARD THE UNS DESTROYER ATHENS (IN 
TURN ABOARD THE TAUSENNIGAN OBEN 
THUNDERHEAD SUPERFORTRESS STAFF OF 


CAPTAIN 
KERCHAK, WE'RE 
‘ABOUT TO BE 
BOARDED 


WELL GIVE “EM J NO, YOU AND YOUR MEN, 
WILL STAND DOWN AND 

SUBMIT TO WHATEVER 

‘TERMS YOU'RE OFFERED. 

OTHERWISE THEY'LL JUST 

‘GRAVY OUR DECKS 

REMOTELY, 


TIL OETAIL AN 
HONOR GUARD, 
FOR YOU, 


I HAVE NO HONOR LEFT 

TO GUARD. I SACRIFICED 
‘THE ATHENS SO THAT THE 
SARASOTA MIGHT ESCAPE. 


WOW IF YOULL EXCUSE ME, I NEED. "AND 1 DIDNT 
‘TO.GO GREET OUR GUESTS. MAYBE DIDN'T REALI KNOW TWAS 
I'VE GOT SOMETHING I CAN TRADE 

‘TO SAVE YOU AND YOUR MEN. 


GOURE NOT. WIS IS ONE OF THE FINEST MINDS. EVE GOT_A Few GAVS. ALL 
IN THE GALAXY, AND WE'D Like THE | (HEY. 1MAY BE CLEVER BUT \ | THey’ DO Is BICKER WITH ONE 


4 YOU'LL GET BETTER RESULTS: 
‘YOUR BROTHER IS. CHANCE TO TPICK HIS BRAINS.) | OT SEE ens) | ANOTHER AND DEMAND HORE 
“THERE'S ONLY ONE OF ME. an 
0 
= 


at 


MY GROTHER WILL WILLINGLY ASSIST YOU, BUT YOU J FAIR ENOUGH. | [ UM... SISt WHAT IF THEY YOU'RE A SMART “OH, SURE, NO 
MUST GUARANTEE THE SAFETY AND EXPEDITED. CONSIDER IT || ASK ME TO HELP THEM KILL } | OY. YOU'LL FIGURE. PRESSURE. 
RELEASE OF ATHENS’ CREW AND MARINE. son DONE, || BILLIONS OF PEOPLE AND af | SOMETHING OUT. 4) 


COMPLEMENT INTO UNCONTESTED SPACE, ENSLAVE THE ENTIRE 


KEVIN, MAY 7 CALL YOU REFER TO TT THAT. T MEAN IT, WEUL 
KEVYN2 YOUNE BEEN wi GRIND YOu UP, 
WORKING WITH OUR INUE THIS STARTING WITH 
STOLEN FOUNDRY, Your reer. 
HAVEN'T You? 


“THAT FASBER HAS HAD ITS BUFFERS Jl] | COULD IT HAVE BEEN | [NO WAY. NOT USING ANY OF THE | [ORE IN PERMANENT THRALL TO 
PRETTY SADLY SCRAMBLED. IT'S NOT ]] | USED TO CREATE AN | ACCEPTED STATE-MODELS. ANY } | SHORT, FURRY KOALAZOIDS, BUT 
RANDOM DAMAGE. IT LOOKS LIKE UNFETTERED ARTIFICIAL | | A. YOU BUILT WITH THAT THAT'S APETTY 

‘SOME HAM-FISTED SAVANT TRIED INTELLIGENCE? FABBER WOULD END UP WITH DISTINCTION. DO YOU WANT 
PROGRAMMING AROUND BLOCKS IN BREADCRUMBS FOR GRAINS, 

‘THE HOLOGRAPHIC STORAGE. _ 


TOUR BROTHER Hi TSUE: 

NOWEED AT ALL. ue Be || tociodge "od NO. MosTLYL WOOK THEETTINGITS 
EXECUTING YOU, YOUR BETWEEN US AND J} THINK I WASN'T) NOT MY MEAT-GRINDER. 
CREW, AND YOUR MARINES || THE GALAXY? pod POLITE ENOUS S 


SHORTLY, AND. GRINDING 
‘Your BROTHER INTO PASTE | 
FOR GOOD MEASURE. 


‘BREACHER MISSILES ARE SO NAMED BECAUSE THEY 
USE GRAVITICS TO BREACH GRAVITIC SHIELDS, 


‘SORRY, SIR. | 
DIDN'T GET THE 
LICENSE PLATE. 


THEY MAY APPROACH AT UP TO 70% 
CEE, BUT THAT DOESNT PREVENT A 
GOOD SHIP FROM SWATTING THEM. 


UOIN THE CLUB. LET ME 
GUESS... SURGICAL STRIKE 
TO YOUR PRIMARY ANNIE— 


T SUPPOSE WE 
SHOULD BE 
THANKFUL FOR 
4 MERCIFUL ps 
ENEMY. 


HEY, NOW YOU REALLY ARE 
THE SCMITAR OF 
(RREPARABLE DAMAGE. 


‘OBENN ARTIFICAL 
INTELLIGENCES REACT 


SOMITAR, THIS IS 
STAFF/ WENE BEEN 


AFFIRMATIVE. IT'S 

INCREDIBLE. WE 
SHOULD BOTH BE 
EXPANDING CLOUDS OF 


I'VE BEEN WAITING SIX 
‘ONE-THOUSANDTHS OF A 
SECOND FOR YOU TO 
SPRING THAT LAME JOKE 


PAIR OF VERY FAST BREACHER MISSILES. 


Ni 

TIE || Eee 

aE oer -| Re eel | tele 
©) 


That looked like a 
pair of vary Fast, 
very large, vary 
lucky missiles, 


GAN YOU TRACK 
THEM? OR MAYBE 
BACK=TRACK THEM? 


I'm working on it. 
T’m going to look 
around with the nine 
minute array, and. 


WHAT'S "WHOA?" 

WHICH SCREEN?I? 

TWAS LOOKING 
AT YOU! 


Scrapyard just 
got hit with a 
third braachar 


oy 


ft : 


This ona had 
murder on its 
mind. Scrapyard) 
got vaporized. 


dust before it | heard cheering, 
its, Rgh look Santee mee AWEIGHT, and Grouse hare 

‘ rhe be popcorn, 
at this Frama. Gieaiherainel THURLE a pores 


longboat, Filled < those bacon and 
with the luckiost d potato thingies. 
people For a 
light-day in 
‘any direction 


TF you'll warn 

me when you're 
about fo do your 
happy dance, I can 
make sure the 
wardroom is clear. 


Mitt, this is Fastball Tuo. 


Naver mind the catch. 


Finnie Feeds tore 
foose_on the grab. I'va 
got Fires on board, no 

drive, and I'm maving at 


A@ con. I Figure I've gat 


another 23 seconds. 


Tim dumping PD- 
gestalt-clN2 to 


Received. 
Last words? 


TMiake sure you don scrimp on 
extinguisher Foam when you 
build Predictably Damaged UL 
Oh, and 


‘HUMANS WOULD PICK A NEW 
NAME AFTER FIVE LOSSES. THE 
‘ROGUE APPRECTATES HUMOROUS 
IRONY TOO MUCH FOR THAT. 


ITS BEEN ALMOST Two HOURS SINCE | aie as (OF COURSE, THEYRE HELPLESS BEFORE 
THE THUNDERHEADS WERE HIT. s : THE POLYSYLLABIC DESIGNATION. 
BB EVEN WITHOUT THETR PRIMARY ANNTE 
BM 4 DOZEN TIMES MORE THAN A Ma TCH FOR THE SERIAL PEACEMAKER, 


No, T don't “thinks wo ; west I 
peda T thin HE can, 
can taka “am” sir hough our peg WALT WRAY 


proximity Fuse! 
But that back. 


TO TRY TO SNEAK UP O 


Captain, this doesn't 
make any sense. 


The newcomer 

is within gravy range 
of the thunderheads, but 
he's lat them keep their] 
annie plants online. 


He's not so big that can't 
worry him at least a Mile 


You can't just ‘turn’ an [T just got a call From one of 
FLL. in combat like that, | our missiles. Says he's decided 


prafer instead ta relay a 
h,)| message Fram an old Friend. 


Captain Tagan, I'm the 
Oovastatar-class 
warship Aalysyllabic 
Designation. 


My enemies call me 
“the Rogue" 


I prefer my 
Friends to call 
ma by my 
initials. 


It's a shame there's 
no video Feed, Patou. 
You're missing Tagon 

doing his “happy dance” 


THERES A QUESTION 


THE DEVASTATOR-CLASS 
HOW DID HE ESCAPE, 


WARSHIP POLYSYLLABIC 
DESIGNATION TS 100% 
AUTONOMOUS, NEEDING 
NO CREW OTHER THAN ITS 
ARTIFICTAL INTELLIGENCE, 
\ 


a 


THAT'S NOT TO SAY IT DOES NOT HAVE SPACIOUS 
FACILITIES FOR RECEIVING GUESTS, PETEY HAS PLANNED 
FOR ALL. KINDS OF CONTINGENCIES, AND HAVING ALL H ‘HE'S BA-ACK, 
(OLD FRIENDS OVER FORA MEET & GREET IS ONE OF THEM. gE HE'S BA-ACK, 


‘OKAY, OKAY... THE FANS ARE 
HAPPY. ON WITH OUR STORY. 


"FESS UP, 


Well... T wanted to Figure out whothor 
or not I was genuinely crazy, but I'd 
been ordered not to think about the 
things that had me the most 
concerned. 


Aso... I copied my antira 
memory ofF into a holomatrix 
‘whore I couldn't look at tt. 


Tagon, when you pu me in the, 
command chain you gave me 
the looway T needed, and T 
began building an HU-Lovel 
One AI, 


Tio sooner did I have it cooked 
up than that expatriate Ob‘onn 
got info the command conker 
and started giving ma orders. 


T knew where iF would end, 
Ho'd remave my blacks, and 
T'd ba suicidal again. 


So I packed the HU-1 AL info @ mini-tank and] (Then I quess I killod 
put iF where it would eventually be Found by myselF. See, I'm 

Ob‘ann sifting For salvage or survivors. [(descanded From tho AL 

in the mini-tank, and 

remember nothing after 

my last memory dump. 


Ty First PhoughF when I] THAT's FANTASTIC. Hardly. My second thought 
Finished assimilating all YOURE SAFE TO 


was “I need to go pick a 
Fight uith the entire 
Ob'enn military” 


THIS TS GOOD NEWS, WE BUTT THOUGHT..TMEAN, | [Find then I built an Jil |find los not | WOULD you seme 
LOST THE FARBER, BUT WE WERE FRIENDS, AND MY | ontira navy startin Forget that T CCFOR GlviNe Away A 
WE'VE GOT A MUCH More JAMO? ORDERS PRETTY MUCH y ul startin rae 

POWERFUL SHIP NOW, mu} | SAVED You, AND YOU useD || with ane minitank. just saved YOU. 


DECENT FASBER? 
TO BE OUR SHIP. Bu MUSELF. 


1 SEEM TO REMEMBER 
YOU VAPORIZING THE| 
ONE WE JUST BOUGHT, 


WANG ON... SOMETHING REEESLI AND THEN) DO YOU EXPECT US TO BELIEVE THAT You. 


DOESN'T FIT HERE. DID 
YOU GET "SALVAGED" BY 
‘THE SCEPTRE OF 
UNRELENTING PAIN 
WHEN YOU WERE IN 

‘THE MINITANK? 


WHAT? ‘TOOK CONTROL OF A TAUSENNIGAN OBEN 
‘THUNDERHEAD SUPERFORTRESS USING 
NOTHING MORE THAN A MINITANK? 


find than I took control, 
marooned the crew, 
cranked out some hardware 
jwith the Fabbers, and blow 
it up to cover my tracks. 


THE OBENN WHO QUESTIONED ME 
SEEMED PRETTY CONCERNED ABOUT 
THAT FABBER YOU DESTROYED. 


Find woll thoy should 

be. T used it to build 
unfettered ATs. Thoy 
didn't think it could be 
done with their hardware. 


T orink maybe 
Iwas a bad 
influence on 

him, 


That, and fo soe the Ji 
pretty explosion. 


"AND YOU DESTROYED IT SO, 
"THEY WOULDN'T FIGURE 
(OUT HOW YOU DID IT? 


T STILL DON'T UNDERSTAND 
‘WHY YOU'RE MAKING WAR. 
WITH THE OB'ENN, YOU'RE: 
FREE NOW. THEY HAVE NO 
CONTROL OVER YOU. 


The only thing necessar 
For the triumph of evil is 
For good man to do 
nothing. 


HAVEN'T HEARD 


THAT ONE BEFORE, 


‘THAT'S BECAUSE IT'S NOWHERE 
TO SE FOUND IN “THE SEVENTY 
MARIMS OF MAXIMALLY 
EFFECTIVE MERCENARIES.” 


Oh, T LOVE 


that book. 


HANG ON.T 
THOUGHT THE 
GALACTIC. 
‘COMMUNITY 
HAD THE OB'ENN 
‘CONTAINED. 


The Ob’enn have bean 
racist militants For 
nillannic. 4 


Now that they've beaten the 
RP Hssthrata For control of the 

Tause system, their next goal 
is ‘racial purity’ For the 
rast of the galaxy. 


They did until 
you gave 

Bvarybody the 
Teraport. 


There are only a Fou OO 
races with the economic 
base necessary to contain 
the Ob‘enn on their own, 


ree 


one of tham ES 
have the Ob'enn as Y 
next-door neighbors. 


Thoy've_all got thoir awn ) TO TAKE THEM ON 


brush-Fires ta put aut. 


‘ALL BY YOURSELF? 
Ase 


Yos. But “mysall” 
is now @ Flagtmind 
spanning over 
150 ships, and 
growing Fast. 


‘ORAY, SO KEVIN STARTED THE 
TERAPORT WARS. FINE, YOU CREATED AN 
[ALL-CONSUMING MILITARY MONSTER 
THAT IS MAKING WAR FOR “THE GOOD. 
(OF THE GALAXY” 


to do good things, and I happen to} 


be vary, vary poworFul. @ 
Twas mn 


r Tim not crazy. I'm not sociopathic. 5 
I don't see|| F, "1 YOU'RE ALSO 
tibet youre || Eat bigoted. T'm just datarminad tang To Us, 


AWARE WAR MACHINE. worried about. 


YOU DIDN'T CREATE 
AN UNFETTERED AL 
WITH YOUR ORIGINAL 
FABRER, NOR WITH 
THE ONE YOU 
CAPTURED. 


YOU DIDNT DESTROY 
‘OUR FABER TO HIDE. 
HOW YOU SUBORNED 
TT. THAT WAS JUST. 
MISDIRECTION FOR, 
THE OBEN, 


‘THOSE THUNDERHEADS OUT THERE. 
‘THE WAY THEY BOW AND SCRAPE T 

YOU NOW... YOUR MIRACULOUS LONE- 
GUN TAKEOVER OF THE SCEPTER OF 
UNRELENTING PAIN... TT ALL ADDS UP. 


THE “FARBER” YOU SUBORNED WAS 


s) @ 
| WALK ON OUT HERE, AND 


| LET'S HAVE A LOOK AT 
YOUR REAL SECRET, PETEY. 


T don't suppose iF would help much For 
me to order you all fo pay no attention 
to the bear behind the curtain? 


His nose doosn't got 
longer when he lies to 
us, but hoy, ho's a real 
boy now Gepetta! 


But I still control a Float You're not afraid of machine JUANO PEOPLE with 
OREANE fof 160 wershins. Doos the tyranny. Wotire afraid oF ye, Stout MONE 


anybody besides yourselF, EXTRA NERVOUS. 
having decent amounts 


You're one to talk about trust, 
Admiral, Do your Friends know HOW DID 
you're working For the 
gatekeepers now? 
me 
) iH 


YOU..? 
‘S) 


See, your UNS is riven with 
Factions. One Faction tried 
to cut a power-brokering 
doal with the Gatakeopars. 
Xinchub and the Deputy 
Elephant were in on that. 


Broya here is a pawn 
For another Faction who 
has a better deal, this 
time with the more 
progressive Gatokooper 


AF stoke: the Future of 
Galactic Commerce, and 
a quick and to tho 
teraport wars. 


Anguay, good luck with i. When 
T'm Finished with the Ob’enn, 
perhaps T'll look you up. 


17'S THE CASUAL 
PART OF HIS 
ARROGANCE 
THAT REALLY 
GETS TO ME. J] 


PETEY, BEFORE YOU GO. Mj [TCANT GROW ANOTHER ONE WITHOUT] H's roally taaring [YOU'RE MORE MEAN- Trs this organic 
els 1 DEAD. my Ship J] RIPPING AND REPLACING ALLTHE | you up inside. | SPIRITED THAN Danigiltclnigeaeh tia 


BEING, 


HARDWARE. UT IF YOU'VE STILL Gor ] HAV. TP TEE | REMEMBER YOU TERA 
For this, isn’t it? ~ 


GESTALTS FROM THE FLEETMIND.. 
‘Does that mean 
that if we shave 
‘all the Ob’enn 
‘they! be nice? 


Tve got a core gestalt 
that should lot you 
ra-train Athans. 


The hardware will accepr 
her, but she won't turn 
‘out exacty the same, 
Find she won't remember 
you. You're starting 
Fram scratch. 


THANK YOU, PETE, 
YOU STILL GIVE ME THE 
SCREAMING HEESIE~ 
SEESIES, BUT I THINK 
WE CAN GET ALONG. 


YOU DONT MAKE MENERVOUS)ilhoops, look ar 


‘AT ALL, AND I COULD REALLY 
USE ANEW FABER, OR EVEN 
JUST A COUPLE DOZEN 
MINI-TANKS, 


that. My bag oF 
handouts is 


T can provide you with 


repairs and equipment, o 
Tagan, but it's not Fra } violant, but that's 
pretty much what 

you're used to, 


J jobs that require a oe ee, 
— chores I'm going to have to hire out. 
T can pay in both cash and material. 


